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CHAP. I. 


TuE Perſians had rode but a very 
few miles from their camp, before they 
diſcovered the objects of their ſearch. 
They ſcemed a numerous band, and 
were ſtretching at full ſpeed over a 
wide extended plain, Ruſtan puſhed 
forward; the wind aroſe; the ſky 
darkened; clouds of ſand were whirl'd 
aloft into the atmoſphere; the party 
vaniſhed from their ſight. In the 
mean time the rain, which had long 
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been ſuſpended, deſcended in torrents; 
lightning faſh'd from the ſky; a tre- 
mendous lucid ſtream ſtruck upon the 
adjacent mountain, and by the tempo- 
rary illumination it occaſioned, diſ- 
covered ſomething, which had the ap- 
pearance of a building. In their pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, the Perſians, glad to find 
any place that afforded a proſpect of 
ſhelter, made toward it, with as much 
celerity as their horſes, frightened by 
the thunder, which ſeemed to ſhake the 
earth to its baſis, would ſuffer them to 
exert. : 


When they arrived at the building, 
they found it was a ruined caravanſary. 
The lightning and tempeſt continued, 
and were rendered ftill more terrific 
by the approach of night. They led 
their horſes into the inner court, and 
retiring to the large hall, waited with 
anxiety till the morning favoured their 

return 
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return to the camp; where, upon their 
entrance, great was their ſurpriſe to 
find the whole a ſcene of confuſion : 
the ſoldiers were running in every di- 
rection, without ſeeming to have any 
ſettled purpoſe. Ruſtan went inſtant- 
ly to the tent of Selim; it was to- 
tally abandoned ; thence to the ladies 
apartments, where he found Galatic 
in the greateſt diſtreſs, ſupported by the 
Engliſh lady, and her attendant ; they 
were guarded by Ivan, who had drawn 
a few of the Perſian ſoldiers round the 
tent. Here he learned that Anime 
was miſſing, and as it was believed, 
carried off by the Arabian chief. Of 
the circumſtances he could gather little 
more, than that when the ſiſters had 
taken leave of their father for the night, 
they were accuſtomed to ſpend ſome 
time with the Engliſh lady, whoſe 
chamber was only ſeparated from theirs 
by being on the other {ide of a fmall 
B 2 orals 
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graſs plat, and both were wholly en- 
cloſed by a rampart of earth, and, it 
was ſuppoſed, inacceſſable to any, but 
the few female ſlaves that attended 
them. While they were in deep diſ- 
courſe, a noiſe ſtartled them: Anime 
ſtep'd forward, and was directly ſeized; 
an attempt was made upon the other 
ladies, but their cries alarmed the 

guards; a ſcuffle enſued; the ruffians 
abandoning them, retreated to their 
companions, who, mounted on ſwift 
Arabian horſes, carried off the affright- 


ed Anime, before Amurath or Selim 
were appriſed of the tranſaction. 


When they were informed of the 
atrocious outrage that had been com- 


mitted, the grief of the former, and fury 


of the latter, are ſcarcely to be expreſ- 
ſed: An order was given to call over 
the names of the men, to diſcover who 
was miſſing from the camp, which or- 
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der was immediately obeyed ; but after 
the ſtricteſt inquiry it was found, that 
the only perſons abſent were the Ara- 
bian captain; another of the ſame 
nation, and the Afghlan priſener. On 
theſe the ſuſpicion conſequently fell. 
Selim, though ſcarcely recovered, de- 
termined to go in purſuit of them. 
Amurath, notwithſtanding the entrea- 
ties of Galatie, perſiſted in the ſame 
reſolution. - Several of the Perſians 
offered themſelves as volunteers on the 
occaſion; ſo leaving Ivan, and the 
other ſoldiers to guard the ladies, at the 
dawn of day they ſet out _ the ex- 


pedition. 


When Ruſtan had collected this ac- 
count, of which, part was delivered 
with great difficulty by Galatie, in the 
intermiſſion of her ſighs and tears; he 
was ſome time in dilemma, whether he 
ſhould join the purſuers, or remain; 
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but when he ſurveyed the camp, and 
obſerved how flenderly they were 
guarded, he thought, from the tribes 
hovering about, he riſked more in 
going than ſtaying ; therefore, at leaſt 
till he heard from Selim, he determined 
to continue where he was. 


After reducing the ſoldiers to order, 
he returned to Galatie, to whom he ad- 
miniſtered all the conſolation her cir- 
cumſtances would admit cf, by praiſing 
the valour, the vigilance, the gocd 
conduct of Selim, and repreſenting the 
very great chance there was, that he 
had, long before that time, overtaken - 
the Arabian, Theſe hopes, for a ſhort 
ſpace, buoy'd up her ſinking ſpirits ; 
but alas! they vaniſhed with the re- 
turn of Amurath and the Baſſa, after a 
purſuit of two days, in which they had 
not been able to diſcover the leaſt trace 
of the fugitives, 

The 
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The unhappy father threw himſelf 
upon the earth, in a tranſport of paſ- 
fion, which it required all the efforts of 
Galatie, Ruſtan, and the Engliſh lady, 
to ſubdue, and Selim retired to his 
tent in ſilent dejection. 


While things were in this ſituation, 
a Derviſe entered the camp, and in- 
quiring for the chief, was conducted to 
the head quarters, by Ruſtan. 


Selim, diſpleaſed to be broke in up- 
on, eagerly aſked him, „ What his 
buſineſs was?” the Derviſe replied, 
c Son, look upon me.” The eyes of 
the Baſſa were now turned upon him 
with great attention, when the Derviſe 
ſaid, Perhaps a man ſo accuſtomed 
to perform acts of benevolence as Se- 
lim, may not recollect that he once 
ſaved the property, and ultimately the 
life of Fazel; who, oppreſſed by the 
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de gripe of the law, and condemned 
do perpetual impriſonment, for a debt 
which was contracted by his friendſhip 
for another, owed his emancipation to 
Selim. © You, I well remember,” he 
continued, “ not only intereſted yourſelf 
in my affairs, but gave me money to 
retire from Iſpahan. I joined a party 
of Derviſes, and, after performing a 
novitiate, took the hahit of their order, 
We have ſince wandered over a great 
part of Perſia, ſometimes in compa- 
nies, at other times ſingly, as was the 
caſe a few days ſince ; when travelling 
on the adjacent road, I was met by a 
band of horſemen, that had ſurrounded, 
and were uſing force to carry off a 
young lady, who tearing the veil from 
her face, juſt as they approached me, 
pronounced the name of Selim. The 
horſemen replaced the bandage over 
her eyes, and they were out of ſight ih 
an inſtant. My way to the place of my 
= deſtina- 
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deſtination, lay along, the road which 
led to this camp, which I was ſurpriſed 
to ſee ; and that ſurpriſe was conſider- 
ably increaſed, when I heard that Se- 
lim was the commander of it. I then 
thought it neceſſary ro inform you of 
the event to which I have alluded; 
which, with the happineſs I feel, in 
having this opportunity to return you 
thanks for former benevolence, is my 
reaſon for this intruſion.” | 


Ruſtan could ſcarcely let the Der- 
viſe finiſh, ſo great was his eagerneſs to 
purſue the raviſhers of Anime. He 
mquired mmutely the road they had 
taken, and collecting as large a party 
as it was prudent to draw from the 
camp, he ſet out, followed by the pray- 
ers of the Dervile, and the good wiſhes. 
of the reſt of his friends. They kept 
as near as poſſible to the track which 
Fazelhad pointed out to them, for ſeve- 
| B 5 ral 
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ral days, without diſcerning the leaſt 


appearance of an enemy; when one 
evening, vexed and irre ſolute, whether 
they ſhould proceed or return, they ar- 
rived at a ſmall village upon the bank 


of a river. 


Here Ruſtan determined to halt, and 
conſider what further ſteps he ſhould 


take toward the recovery of the oe 
of his ſearch, 


At this place they made the fame 


- inquiries, that they had at ſeveral 


others, but with betrer ſucceſs, for they 
received information that a troop of 
horſemen, ſuch as the Derviſe had de- 
ſcribed, had paſſed through the village a 
few days before. The next morning, 
therefore, the vigilant Ruſtan renewed 
his purſuit. They travelled with great 
precipuation, until they came to one 
of thoſe auguſt monuments of the 

ancient 
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ancient Perſian grandeur, which con- 


ſiſted of the magnificent ruins of a 
temple. 


The columns that had formed the 
aiſles, part of the roof, and the eaſtern 
window, were ſtanding. Where the 
Moſaic pavement had been broken, 
trees of .various ſorts, among which 
were the palm, the wild fig, the cedar, 
the cypreſs, and all the different ſpecies 
of clinging plants, had ſprung up ſpon- 
taneouſly, which forcing their branches 
through the broken windows, hanging 
from the arches, and ſtraying over the 
cornice ; their various coloured leaves 
and fruit, formed a beautiful contraſt to 
the whiteneſs of the building. 


The ſoldiers of Ruſtan were for con- 
tinuing their purſuit, but the attention 
of the chief was attracted by a cottage, 
which reared its humble head in the 
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immenſe porch of the fabric. He rode 
up to the place, and diſcovered an old 
man, buſily employed in making a 
coarſe kind of ruſh mats, which were 
uſed amongſt the lower order of the 
Perſians; an old woman was preparing 
the materials; a young one nurſing an 
infant, and two children were plucking 
the ruſhes from bundles, and arranging 
them, while others were playing a- 
round. Ruſtan approached ; the ma- 
tron retired within the pales ; the old 
man came forward to meet him. To 
the inquiry of the chief, he anſwered, 
that the perſons he deſcribed had hel - 
tered themſelves in the temple; that 
they had left it but the day before, and 
| were, he believed, encamped at no great 
diſtance ; in the direction to which he 
pointed, Ruſtan wanted no further 
ſtimulus to induce him to purſue. The 
party rode all night, and ſoon after ſun- 
riſing, diſcovered, upon a ſmall plain, the 

Arabians 
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Arabians ſtriking their tents, and pre- 
paring to ſet out. They flew upon 
them like lightning, a ſevere conflict 
enſued, One of the firſt victims to 
the fury of Ruſtan, was the Arabian 
captzin, who, cleft by his cimetar, ſunk 
under the feet of the Perſian's horſe. 
J he troop fell into confuſion, and Ruſ- 
tan called to them to yield, which he- 
ſuppoſed would be the conſequence of 
the death of their leader; but his cries 
were inſtantly anſwered by a volley of 
ſhot. Another chief came out of the 
only tent that remained, and mounting a 
fiery ſteed, put himſelf at the head of 
the ſquadron, and charged the Perſians 
with re doubled fury. The battle raged 
with violence on all ſides; ſeveral of 
Ruſtan's men fell near him; deſpair 
gave the ſurvivors courage, and they 
determined to make one general effort; 
the Perſian commander ruſh'd upon 
the oppolite chict: a ſtroke the latter 


made 
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made at him, falling ſhort of its mark, 
he returned it by another, which took 
the head of his horſe; the animal 
ſtumbling, brought the chief to the 
ground, and his turban that inſtant fal- 


ling off, diſcovered the countenance 
of Aſgar, 


Nothing could equal the ſurpriſe of 
Ruſtan, who, vaulting from his ſteed, 
ſtood over him, with his cimetar point- 
ed at his heart, The banditti, ſeeing 
their leader fall, fled different ways. 
The Perſian foldiers ſurrounded their 
victorious chief, who exclaimed, „If 
thou doſt not wiſh thy exiſtence to end 
with the preſent moment, anſwer me, 
Where 1s the lovely Anime ?”'—<© In 
yonder tent,” replied Aſgar, faintly. 
Ruſtan leaving him in the hands of his 
men, flew to her. She was attended 
by two female ſlaves, who were en- 
deavouring to ſooth and repreſs the 

terrors 
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terrors of the moment. At the ſight of 
him, ſhe gave a ſhriek, and ſunk into 
their arms. He waited 'till ſhe be- 
came ſomewhat more compoſed, and 
then informed her, that by the death 
of the Arabian, and the capture of 
Aſgar, ſhe was free, 


To the gratulations of Ruſtan, the 
inquiries of Anime ſucceeded. Her 
father, Galatie, the Engliſh lady, Se- 
lim, all were the objects of her atten- 
tion, and her queſtions only ceaſed, 
when the duty of the chief called him 
to the plain, where, when he arrived, 
he found that Aſgar, who had been 
lifted againſt a bank, was receiving all 
the ſuccour from one of his attendants, 
and a Perſian well ſkilled in ſurgery, 


which their preſent ſituation could 
afford, | 


At 
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At his approach, the wounded Om- 
rah faintly ſaid, . A ſecond time has the 
genius of Ruſtan ſoared above that of 
Aſgar. Altho' the accident which now 
oppreſſes me, will not afford any great 
matter of triumph to a generous enemy, 
my ſtate of body requires that I ſhould 
have immedaate aſſiſtance. The town of 

Kerman is within a few hours march; 
let me be conveyed thither; as I truſt, 
that in my behaviour to Anime, an. 
account of which you have doubtleſs 
heard, you ſee no cauſe for my deten- 
tion, to anſwer any charges which ſhe 
can bring againſt me for miſdeeds to- 
wards her. The Arabian, who was the 
contriver of this expedition, has ſuffer- 
ed for his ingenuity ; though I muſt 
obſerve, that by him, as by myſelf, the 
' ſtricteſt attention hath been paid to her 

honour, even according to ns Euro- 

F notions of that matter.” 


Ul 
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Ruſtan, in reply, faid, © That his 
ſituation precluded him from offering a 
word that could irritate or reproach a 
fallen enemy, but that the emancipation 
of Aſgar muſt be pronounced from the 
lips of Anime.” He therefore went 
directly to the tent, and informed her 
of the circumſtance ; ſhe inſtantly de- 
clared him free, adding, that owing 
perhaps to his influence, a curb was 
put upon the daring ſpirit of the Ara- 
bian, which was probably the reaſon 
why, in ſuch a deſperate ſituation, ſhe 
had ſo little cauſe to complain of the 
treatment ſhe had received, 


Agreeable to this intimation, Aſgar 
was informed that he had liberty to de- 
part. A kind of horſe litter was con- 
ſtructed of the branches of trees; and 
in this manner, attended by the few of 
his men that remained, anda ſmall de- 
tachment of Perſians, he ſet forward. 

50 CHAP, 
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Leaving the party which carried 
off the wounded Aſgar, flowly to pur- 
ſue their journey, let us return to the 
tent, where, in the lovely Anime, a 


much more intereſting object preſents 
itſelf. 


At the time that Ruſtan firſt ap- 
proached her, the joy which his pre- 
ſence, crowned with victofy, inſpired, 
ſupported her ſpirits. She expreſſed 
her thanks with vivacity : ſhe ſeemed 
all life and animation: but when a 
calm enſued : when the temporary tu- 
mult within her boſom, ſubſided, the 


terror 
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terror and fatigue ſhe had undergone, 
preyed upon her mind. She ſtarted at 
the ſlighteſt alarm ; frequently ſighed ; 
burſt into involuntary tears, and ſhewed 
all the ſymptoms, both of mental and 
corporeal indiſpoſition. Theſe ſymp- 
toms infuſed grief into the heart of 
Ruſtan. The illneſs of Anime was at 
any time to be dreaded ; but, in ſuch 
a forlorn ſituation, it would be attended 
with ten-fold horror. Wiſhing to 
rouſe, to ſtimulate her to exertions, 
which he hoped would, in ſome de- 
gree, ſhake off her preſent indiſpoſition, 
he ſpoke of their return; and men- 
tioned the tender inquietude of her fa- 
ther; the affectionate ſorrow of Gala- 
tie. She heard him without emotion, 
and folding her arms, ſunk upon the 
couch of turf, in an apathy more terrific 


than the moſt violent grief would have 
been, 


Though 
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Though the climate was mild, yet, 
as the year was far advanced, the ne- 
ceſſity of her removal from the damp- 
neſs of a tent, was obvious. The old 
man a cottage, which he had paſſed the 
day before, came into his mind. Her 
neſs increaſed. A kind of palanquin 
was haſtily formed, in which ſhe was 
carried by the foldiers, and about noon 


the next day, they arrived at the hum- 
ble dwelling. 


Let the inhabitants of loftier domes : 
let the ſons and daughters of luxury: 
let the ardent enthuſiaſts, who ſacrifice 
their virtue at the ſhrine of riches, 
bluſh, when the way-worn traveller; 
the ſtranger oppreſſed with forrow ; the 
pallid, but ſtill lovely daughter of indi- 
gence, ſhrinks from their magnificent 
| palaces, and elegant manſions, diſguſted 
with the roughnefs of refuſal, that hath 

added bein ſtings to the vipers of 


poverty 
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poverty and diſappointment which 
are preying upon their hearts. Let 
them turn and behold the attention, 
the tenderneſs, the benevolence, that 
plays upon the countenance, but poſ- 
ſeſſes the ſoul, and which was never 
more ſtrongly diſplayed, than in the 
reception of Anime at the cottage of 
Zamaſpes ! 


Ruſtan, who had attended at her 
fide with the moſt ſedulous concern, 
when they came near, ſpur'd his horſe 
forward, to prepare them to receive 
her. The old man was engaged in his 
occupation when the chief alighted, 


and addreſſed him in the following 
words : | a 


« Does that benevolence, for which 
the ancient Perſians were celebrated, 
and which has fled before the conquer- 
ing arms of the Sophi's, and wide ex- 

tended 
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tended commerce of the Europeans, 
from the cities and large towns of this 
mighty empire, ſtill reſide in the habi- 

rations of the peaſants ?” 


«© Why ſhould you doubt it?“ ſaid 
Zamaſpes, a life which has not 
paſſed without affording ſome oppor- 
tunities for obſervation, informs me, 
that the claſs of men who are below 
affluence, and above want, are the laſt 
that will catch the contagious example, 
which in the preſent age, the very high 
and the very low, exhibit to their view. 
They may be conſidered, in ſome de- 
gree, as the depoſitories of the little 
religion, virtue and morality, that ſtill 
remain in Perſia.” 


« I conſider them ſo,” replied 
Ruſtan, „and in that confidence aſk 
the relief which a lovely female, worn 
down 
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down with terror, fatigue and ſick- 
neſs, requires,” 


Indignation, at this inſtant, flaſh'd 
from the eyes of the peaſant. © Did 
that charity,” ſaid he, © with which our 
religion dictates, that we ought to judge 
of the words and actions of others, allow 
me, from this ſhort converſation, to 
think unfavourably of you; I ſhould 

conclude you an impoſtor, and your 
tale of diſtreſs a fabrication ! Zamaſpes 
you could not know, but the general 
character of men of our order you 
might, and that knowledge would have 
informed you, that the bare mention 
of ſickneſs and diſtreſs were ſufficient, 
without adverting to circumſtances, or 
complimenting our benevolence, at the 
expence of mankind 1n general, to en- 
gage our utmoſt exertions.” He di- 
rectly ſummoned his family; an ap- 


partment which had formerly belonged 


; to 
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to the larger building, was prepared. 
The attention of the old man and his 
wife to Anime, was parental; and the 
care of the young woman, like that of 
a beloved ſiſter. 


While the beautiful invalid recover- 
ed ſlowly, Ruſtan diſpatched part of 
his men to the camp of Selim, with 
the account of his fucceſs, his conqueſt 
of Aſgar, and every circumſtance that 


had happened to him ſince his de- 


parture. 


The grief that had corroded the 


heart of Amurath, had gathered con- 
ſiderable ſtrength from the late mis- 


fortune. It was not in the power of 


the amiable and lovely Galatie to ſooth, 
or reaſon down his melancholy. Hour 
after hour, he ſpent in the ſolitude of 
his own tent, 


Selim 
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Selim wiſhed to communicate his 


ſituation to Iſmael; but alas ! the ad- 


vanced ſeaſon had rendered the ways 


through the caverns impaſſable: wo 
men had attempted it, but returned 


without ſucceeding. The Engliſh 


lady, and her attendant, were daily 


hoping that ſome opportunity would 
offer for their conveyance to the place 
of their deſtination, or at leaſt to the 
Britiſh ſettlements, 

In this poſture of affairs at the camp, 
Galatie was often left with Selim: 


they communicated their ſentiments to 
each other: they found relief in mu- 
tual confidence: what at firſt was ca- 


ſual, became habitual. In the ſympa- 
thetic reſpect, and tender conſolation 


of the Baſſa, ſhe experienced a plea- 


ſure heretofore unknown. 
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Wee the dullneſa of the paſ- 
ng hour, he informed her of the man - 
ners and cuſtoms of nations which he 
had read of, or ſeen in his travels, 


Made obſervations upon the beauties... 


of nature ;—the productions of art; 


the progreſs of literature; — the com- 


parative ſcale of human happineſs, | 
from ſavage ferocity to poliſhed, i | 
lization. 


She replied. Her remarks ſeemed 
his,own ideas illuminated and reflected 
back upon his mind with double luſtre. 
Theſe meetings became abſolutely 
neceſſary to their exiſtence. They 
plighted their faith to each other, and 
Selim obtained leave to aſk the con- 
ſent of Amurath, with a view to be 
united the firſt opportunity. 


The preſent hour, they ſaw with 
concern, was not a time to mention a 
Circum- 
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circumſtance of that nature to the fa- 


ther: therefore, leaving the lovers to 


the enjoyment of the tendereſt friend- 


ſhip, and in the pleaſing expectation of 
future bliſs, let us return to Anime, 
who, under the hoſpitable roof of 
Zamaſpes, and attended by Meroe and 
Norival her daughter, was daily re- 


gaining ſtrength and ſpirits. 


If Ruſtan was at firſt! pleaſed with 
the appearance of the Sire, every hour 
confirmed the favourable impreſſion 
which their meeting had made upon 
his mind. The ſtrong ſenſe with ©. 


which his converſation abounded and 


the integrity of his heart; together with 


the new mode of life which the cottage 


preſented, induced him frequently to ſit 
by him, while he purſued his labours. 

But not only to the family of Zamaſ- 
pes were Anime and himſelf obliged 
for aſſiſtance; ſeveral other Peaſants, 
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like them, had taken ſhelter beneath - 
the ample roof, and within the walls 
of the temple: He was conducted to 
every part of it. When he walked * 
through the nave, the: cottages con- . 
ſtrufted between the immenſe co- 
lumns, afforded the moſt pictureſque 
contraſt. What a vaſt variety of 
| 
| 


En — 


the moſt beautiful marbles! What a 
profuſion of the moſt elegant ſculpture ! 
What a quantity of gilding, painting, 
and other.ornaments,” exclaimed Ruſ- - 
| tan, © hath been employed to erect 
| and decorate this ſuperb pile. How] 
few, even of the coarſeſt materials, 
| would ſerve to form the humble build- / 
3 ing that now attracts my attention? 
| « And yet,” ſaid Zamaſpes, „the 
voice- of ſincerity ; the ſigh of peni- 
tence, and the prayer of the humble 
and contrite heart, aſcend as ſoon, and 
meet with as favourable a reception at 


, 
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the throne of mercy, from the one as 
the other. | 
«The pile in which we now are,” 
he continued, * vas raiſed long before 
the time of Darius. It was dedicated 
to the ſun, by the ancient Magi. In 
their adorations to that bright lumi- 
- nary, they were ſuppoſed to addreſs 
one Almighty and Omnipotent Being, 
whoſe, ſymbol was fire, and: whoſe 
powerful influence, and vivifying prin- 
ciple, pervaded all nature. The Gaurs 
of the preſent time are ſaid to retain 
many of their cuſtoms, and to preſerve 
the ſacred fire with the greateſt care, 
in remembrance of their predeceſſors 
and prophets.” 


While he was ſpeaking, the ſun 
burſt through the eaſtern window in 
- meridian ſplendour, and ſhewed, to 
the greateſt advantage, the augult 

C 3 veltiges 
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| -veſtiges of ancient magnificence, inter- 
mixed with the ivy, ſhrubs and herbs, 
which had crept through the interſtices 
o the ſtones, and hung in feſtoons 
from the loſty dome, to the roof of 
the turf-crown'd cottages in the -area 
below. A luminous ray ſtole imper- 
ceptibly upon the cornice and capitals, 
round many of which, a plant of the 
| brighteſt vernal green, twin'd its ex- 
tenſive arms: tranſits of light and 
ſhade every moment varied the effect, 
.and/Ruſtan retired from the building, 
impreſſed with awe and veneration; 
and in that contemplative ſtate of mind, 
which the ſublimiey of ſuch ſcenes 
generally inſpires. | 
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Anime, the lovely Anime, was in 
ſome degtee reſtored to health: weak - 
neſs, which was every day deereaſing, 
Was, the only ymptom of illneſs that 
remained. When ſhe -viewed the 

edifice, 


Jy 
at 
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- edifice, ſhe was, like the Perſian chief, 
ſtruck with wonder and atmiration : 
but a ſource of ſtill greater admiration 


and pleaſure to her, was the family of 


Zamafſpes, particularly Norival and 


her children. Matried at an early 


period of life, after ſeveral years of 
happitiefs, her Huſband had been com- 
pened to follow the fortimes of the 
Omrah of che province. Twenty re- 
volutions of the moon had paſſed, finte 
he had joĩned the numerous army that 
Rad marched for Indoſtan. : ſince which 
time they had heard no news from 
him. The grief of Norival was com- 


municated to the gentle boſom of 


Anime: they embraced the children, 


and mingled their tears together. 


More intereſted in the family by the 


tale ſhe had heard, they became her 


companions; nor were they unnoticed 
1 Ruſtan, who joined with his lovely 
N C 4 charge 
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charge in her edruiraticn. of their infan- 
dile ſports. 


The a that had 1100 ſent 
to the camp of Selim, now returned, 
with the pleaſing information, that 
Amurath, Galatie, and the reſt of the 
company, intended to join them at the 
cottage of the temple. The troops, 


under the conduct of Ivan, tired of the 


deſultory life they had led, and ſecure 

of pardon, reſolved to accept of an 
offer that had been made them, by 
means of the Derviſe, and return to the 
Perſian army. A few of the friends of 
Selim, determined to partake of his 

fortunes ; this led him to endeavour 
to reinſtate himſelf in the favour of the 
Sophi, by means of a petition, and re- 
preſentation of the injuſtice of the per- 
ſecution againſt him: or if that failed, 
he reſolved, with them, to ſeek em- 


ployment 
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ployment in the armies of the Great 
Mogul. | 


When the Derviſe firſt heard his 
ſtory, he had voluntarily offered to 
convey his diſpatches and petition to 
Iſpahan, and promote his ſuit with all 
the influence of his order, which, he 
added, was conſiderable. In the mean 
time the Baſh, Amurath, Galatie, the 
Engliſh lady, and their friends, 1 
Ruſtan and Anime. A 30 

The Se Zamaſpes received 
them in the porch, and his tongue 
é ſpoke the language of his heart; when 
he welcomed them to the temple. 
He led them to an interior part, in: 
which there was ſufficient' room to 
pitch their "tents, a and offered up his 
- prayers ro: heaven;- that. they 'might.- 

"HS in it a ſecret anU: ſecure retreat. . 
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CHAP, III. 


- LLAMASPES had, like his fon-in- 
law, been forced into the army in his 
youth. After he had obtained his diſ- 
charge, he left Bagdad, where he had 
ſpent many years of his life, and with 
his wife Meroe, had retired to the ſpot 
which he now inhabited. A ſmall 
' , capital, hardly earned, by danger and 
military toil, enabled him to purchaſe 
a few adjacent fields; part of which 
were laid out in rice plantations, and 
the remainder conſiſted of an orchard 
and garden, the care of which afforded 
him employment during the ſummer. 
When his harveſt was gathered, his 
3 | . 


ox 
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fruits dried, and his ſtore of proviſion 
and vegetables laid up; until feed 
time returned, a manufacture of mats 
and baſkets filled up his time. In 
this occupation he was aſſiſted by the 
younger branches of his family. His 
example had been followed by other 
Peaſants ; cottages roſe around him, 
and under his auſpices a neighbour- 
hood was formed, 


Ruſtan was delighted with the hap- 
pineſs that ſeemed to reign among 
theſe people. He often converſed 
with the old man. Moft of the 
cottagers, your neighbours,” he one 
day faid, ** appear perfectly content- 
ed with their lot in life, Like thcir 
fellow labourer, the ox, they purſue 
their daily round of toil without inter- 
miſſion, and as it were, by inſtinct. 
At theſe I wonder not: but that a 
mind Ike that of Zamaſpes, could be 
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content to be chain'd down to the 
earth; that a man who hath ſeen dif- 
ferent regions and countrieg, can hum- 
ble his ſpirit, and confine his ideas to 


one ſpot, is a ſource of amazement 
to me.“ 


« After Tamerlane,” replied Za- 
maſpes, had extended his conqueſts 
over great part of Aſia: after he had 
defeated, and taken Bajazet priſoner, 
and*had, almoſt. daily, added town to 
town, and province to province, till 
the names and deſcription: of his ac- 
quiſitions could ſcarcely be recorded 
in an hundred volumes; upon his 
return to Perſia, he was attended by 
a Chieck, of the name of Aidar, who, 
was not only a man of the greateſt re- 
ligion and virtue, but alſo of a pleaſant 
diſpoſition; fond of domeſtic enjoy- 

ment, and innocent hilarity. As the 
Emperor, at certain times, choſe to 
„ "i unbend, 
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unbend, and ſeek the ſociety of his 
ſubjects, he one day entered the houſe 
of Aidar : it was upon a family feſti- 
val. The whole of his children, their 
offspring, and relations, were aſſem- 
| bled. The diſguiſe ' of 'Tamerlane 
ſecured him from the knowledge of 
any, except the maſter of the feaſt ; 
who, after the ſalutations were over, 
taking the company into a large ſa- 
oon, which overlooked a beautiful 
garden, began a diſcourſe, in which, 

with great art, he introduced ſome- 
thing which glanced at the advan- 
tages that each of his auditors Enjoy - 
ed in their preſent ſituation; the plea- 
ſure and merit of confining our deſires 
to things within our reach: he explain- 
ed to them how, by the aſſiſtance of 
economy, mediocrity might be con- 
verted into affluence; and. concluded 
with an elogium upon benevolence ; 


upon the adoration we ſhould pay to 
the 
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the Omnipotent, and the relative du- 
ties we ſhould obſerve, as members of 
the ſame ſtate, province, or neigh- 
bourhood, To this mental entertain- 
ment ſucceeded a collation, at which 
the moſt undiſguiſed mirth, and genu- 
ine ſatisfaction, ſeemed to reign. The 
younger part of the company aroſe to 
dance on the grafs-plats in the garden. 
The elder retired into arbours, fur- 
niſhed with cooling liquors, and paſſed 
their time in converſation. | 


Tamerlane was enchanted with the 
day zu it brought to his mind the plea- 
Fares of his youth, which the years that 

Had fince elapſed, had, in ſome degree, 
wiped from the tablets of his memory, 
and he fancied himfelf again enjoying 
the family ſcenes that had paſſed in the 
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Next -morning, when remembrance 
recalled the pleaſing viſion, he ſpoke 
to the Chieck. © Would to Allah,” 
ſaid he, < that I could diveſt myſelf 
of care; could ſpend my days in the 
Ame hilarity that I experienced in your 
domeſtic circle of yeſterday. 


« There was a time, oh Tamer- 
lane!“ replied Aidar, „when thou 
mighteſt have done it: but alas! that 
time. is paſt,” 


« What hinders me from retrieving 
it?“ ſaid the Emperor. 


„Ambition l“ replied the Chieck; 
à rage for foreign conqueſt ! and the 
conſequences of that paſſion. Great 
would be the merit of Tamerlane, in 
deſcending from the Perſian throne, 
and becoming the chief of a Parthian 
village, had he no duties to perform 

except 
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except thoſe which relate to himſelf: 
but when he conſiders the confuſion 
which his abJication would create: 
that benevolence, which extends to all 
his ſubjects: that protection which 
it has been the buſineſs of his life to 
acquire a right to diſpenſe to them, 
precludes him from the attempt, and 
he muſt continue to hold the ſceptre, 
which has been the object of his pur- 
ſuit, long after that toy has, loſt its 
novelty ; a martyr to the repoſe, the 
ſafety, the good of the public. Hap-- 
pier! far happier! is the man, who 
having run his race, without deviating 
from the common courſe, ſits down, 
in the evening of his day, contented 
with the few things which providence 
| hath been pleaſed to allot to him, and 
from the midit, of his domeſtic. circle, 
his friends and connexions, views the 
buſtle of the world, and the contention 
of mankind, as he would thoſe of a 
a a market. 
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market or fair, in which he is no lon- 
ger deſirous of becoming a chapman. 
Whoſe wiſhes, bounded by the nar- 
row ſpace of his dwelling, retire. into 
his breaſt; in expectation of that awful 
moment, which will render his mortal 
part the inhabitant of a till narrower 
manſion. This ſtory, though perhaps 
not ſtrictly applicable, continued 
- Zamaſpes, may ſerve, in ſome degree, 
to elucidate my ſentiments, and ſhew 
you that I join with Aidar to condemn - 
ambition; that I equally reprobate 
that rage for novelty, that change of 
place and ſituation ; thoſe frivolous 
purſuits, and the long train of evils that 
ariſe from attempts at the appearance 
of opulence, or endeavours to outvie 
each other, reprehenſible at any, but 
. ſinful at an advanced period of life, 
which ſo ſtrongly mark the character 
of the preſent race of Perſians.” 
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Ttrwas-at this period of the diſtoutſe 
of Zamaſpes, that Amurath, Selim; and 
their friends, as has been mentioned in 
che laſt chapter, arrived. Phe whole 
family, nay, the whole village, went 
- out to meet them; and the congratu- 
lations of Ruſtan and Anime, were 
forced to give place to the eagerneſs 
with which the cottagers welcomed 
their new viſitors. They pitched their 
tents under the direction of Zamaſpes, 
in the extenſive area of the temple, 
which afforded ample convenienee for 


Here Selim and Amurath determin- 
ed to fix their abode, till they could 
arrange their affairs, ſo as to return do 
their native countries, with that reſpect 
to which innocence is entitled; or that 
it was decided," that they muſt banih 
themſelves'from:Perha for ever. 


| The 
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The attachment that ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Baſſa, and Galatie, had not 
paſſed unnoticed by her father, and a 
very ſew days had elapſed, before he 
had occaſion to make the ſame obſer- 
vation, with reſpect to the tender 
glances, and marked attention from 
Ruſtan to Anime. 


The 'ſervice he had rendered her; 
the concern he had ſhewn during her 
indiſpoſition, and the opportunities that 
had occurred in the cottage of the 
temple, for unreſtrained- converſation, 
had made a ſtrong impreſſion upon 
the heart of the latter; and although 
ke had never directly ſpoken to her of 
love, the tenor of his diſcourſe had 
been upon the ſubject of that paſſion; 
and the implication too mark d to be 
miſunderſtood, by a perſon even leſs 
intereſted than his fair auditor. She 
W mentioned him with ani- 

mation; 


? 
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mation; and when ſhe gave an ac- 

count of the manner in which ſne was 

| ſeized by the Arabian captain; how 
| ſhe, was conveyed to a village, where 
a troop of horſe, commanded by Aſ- 
gar, waited, and there delivered up to 
him; the hardſhips ſhe ſuffered from 
precipitate travelling; from their op- 
poſition to her endeavours to attract 
the attention of paſſengers, when any 

. appeared upon the road; and the 
threats with which the raviſher urged 
his ſuit; down to the circumſtance of 
her fortunate; reſcue; her gratitude to 


the hero of that expedition was un- 
houndect. 


Ruſtan, encouraged by the lively 
ſenſe ſhe ſeemed to have of her obli- 
gations to him, at the next opportu- 
nity, which a private converſation 
_ afforded, with ſome : heſitation, aſked 
her hand as a reward. | 


After 
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After a moment's confideration; ſhe. 
replied, © It would be a breach of 
truth, of which, I hope Anime is in- 
capable, fo ſay this claim of Ruſtan's 
is unexpected. It would be a trait of { 
female weakneſs, 'to which, I hope, 3 
am ſuperior, to ſeem offended. When 
I confeſs the obligations I am under to 
him, both for former ſervices, and pre- 
ſent good opinion, I feel emotions of 
the moſt lively gratitude. Gratitude | 
has hitherto been the ſtrongeſt paſſion 
of my ſoul, and poſſeſſes me ſo entire- 
ly, that it is impoſſible to diſcriminate, 
whether my preſent impulſe in his fa- 
vour ariſes from that, or a tenderer 
ſentiment. To time, therefore, ſuffer 
me to refer the deciſion. I here offer 
you my hand in frieadſhip ; and when 
that friendſhip meliorates into love, 
ſhall place upon the liſt of the other 
conqueſts of Ruſtan, that of a heart, 


- which, v' 
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which,, till ſummoned - by him, re- 
mained het. F 


As in this 3 of Aue 5 the 
lover found ſufficient encouragement 
to; perſevere, he reſolved to urge her 
no further at that time; they joined 
their friends, and Galatie producing 
the manuſcript. which contained the 
adventures of the Engliſh lady, re- 
queſted her ſiſter to take up, the ſtory 
where it had been drop'd, and read: it 
to the company. 
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PART' THE FOURTH. 


C HAP. IV. 


A man there led a rural life, 
And had command o'er all the ſhepherds, 
Who about thoſe vales tended their numerous flocks, 


DRYDEN, 


Continuation of the Story of the 
ExclLisn Lapy. 


| TE alarm that had been given, 
and the confuſion that reign'd in the 
camp, ſaid Anime, broke off the ſtory; 
at Mr. R* **#**- was a gentleman 
2 rather 


* 
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rather older than my father, higher in 
office; and it was ſuppoſed, richer 
than the huſband of my ſiſter. In- 
deed, if the ſtate and magnificence of 
our eſtabliſhment were to be conſider- 
ed as indications of wealth, richer than 
an European Monarch. The ſplendid 
dullneſs with which all our affairs was 
conducted; the ridiculous parade which 
attended our domeſtic arrangements, 


would tire you as much in the deſcrip- 


tion, as they did me in the reality. 


The characteriſtic of the Engliſn 


Aſiatics, is oſtentation; a folly to 


which 1 had formerly ſeen fo much 
eaſe and happineſs facrificed, that I, 
very early in life, took a diſguſt at 
it. But what was European oſtenta- 
tion, or even that of our Indian cotem- 
poraries, compared to that which per- 
vaded the mind of Mr. R**#*#*#*? 


He had not married me for love, but 


beauty. He judged that, if Emilia 


and 
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and myſelf, in the ſimplicity of our 
attire, appeared the moſt elegant of the 
groupe of matrimonial candidates; my 
perſon, which he thought more ſtrik- 
ing than even that of my ſiſter, would, 
when bedecked with gaudy trappings, 
ſurpaſs all the ladies around, as much 
in lovelineſs as in ſplendour. He was 
deceived, I was not. There are fea- 
tures and. even forms, which may, I 
have been told, though I much doubr 
it, receive advantage from a profuſion 
of jewels and ornaments. There are 
figures, perhaps, to which the para- 
phernalia of drefs. is adapted; mine, 
unfortunately, was not of that deſcrip- 
tion. | 


When his wife appeared in public, 
Mr. R***** had the mortification to 
find, that though ſhe carried the reve- 
nue of a province diſperſed over the 
various parts of her attire, ſhe was leſs 

VOL, Il, D admired, 
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admired, than in her plain muſlin. 
dreſs, The paucity of jewels in my 
compoſition, was the only reaſon that 
he could give, to himſelf, for the inat- 
tention of his friends. I was oppreſſed 
with {till greater ſplendour, which cer- 
tainly made me, and ultimately him, 
ſubjects of converſation, though not 
quite in the way he would have wiſhed; 
for though the perſon of Mrs, R***** 
was but little the object of admiration, 
her diamonds became greatly ſo. 
They were the talk of the whole city, 
and, indeed, a hint was given to Mr. 
R.., by a friend, that an account of 
them had been tranſmitted to England, 
where, upon his arrival, an inquiry 
would be made into his economy, in 
order to aſcertain the means by which 
he had been able, from the mere ſav- 
ings of his ſalary, for he was not allow- 
ed any other, mode of N to 

de -"Upcorate 


ks. 
* 


decorate his wife with ſuch expenſive 
ornaments. | 

+ This hint trip'd my toilet of many 
ſuperfluities, and Mr. R., in future, 
ſuffered me to dreſs under the guidance 
of my own taſte. | 

As his matrimonial oſtentation had 
been ſtop'd at one point, it rag'd in 
another. Entertainments, balls, and 
all the appendaces of luxury, were 
continued, and indeed daily increaſing. 


Me had now been married near two 
years; and as we both wiſhed to reviſit 
our native country, it was with pleaſure 
we received the news, that an Engliſh 
fleet was diſcerned making for the 
harbour, as we had hopes that the com- 
mander had brought letters of recall. * 
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The governor was abſent; Mr. 
R#*#*#*#*#, the greateſt man in the ſettle - 
ment : what a glorious opportunity for 
a grand diſplay | the fleet came to an 
anchor. The Admiral, General, and 
their ſuites were invited. . Of our mag- 
nificent preparations I ſhall fay nothing, 
but that my huſband inſiſted I ſhould, 
upon this occaſion, load myſelf with 
my long neglected ornaments, I re- 
monſtrated, but to no purpoſe: the 
wife of the principal perſon in the co- 
lony could not be too fine. 


When the company were aſſembled, 

I did not appear till ſummoned. I 
gave my hand to Mr, R*****, who led 
me to the head of the table, Many 
ladies took their ſeats near me. The 
firſt courſe was ſerved, during which a 
confuſion aroſe at the lower end, as it 
was ſaid, from the ſudden illneſs of a 
young officer, I ſtood up to order 
2 him 
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him aſſiſtance, when my eyes were 
| ſtruck with the features of Charles 
Egerton, and I inſtantly fainted. 


Of the diſorder that enſued, I can 
give no account; when I revived, I 
found myſelf in my own chamber, ſur- 
rounded by my attendants. Still the 

+ viſion of Charles flitted before my 
ſight, though I could not collect my 
5 ideas ſufficiently to determine, whether 
FF the cauſe of my fainting had been reat 
5 or an illuſion. I was ſo deeply ab- 
ſorbed in reverie, that my huſband had 
been ſome minutes in the chamber be- 
fore I perceived him. Diſguſted with 
the obſervations of the company, who 
had juſt retired, upon the cauſe of my 
fainting, and the illneſs of the young 
officer, whoſe elegant figure by no 
means pleaſed him, he let looſe a tor- 
rent of reproach. Accuſed me of 
having deceived him; of perfidy; 
| D 3 Prior 
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prior engagement, and a long train of 
crimes, the ready coinage of his diſ- 
turbed imagination. When he ceaſed, 
for want of breath, I thus addreſſed him. 


Mr. R*****, neither the preſent 
ſtate of your mind, nor of my health, 
would permit me to retort your oblo- 
quy, if I had an inclination to do it. 
I beg I may be left alone, till greater 
ſerenity in the tempers of both, en- 
ables me to lay before you, that which 
I ſhould much ſooner have done, had 
you ever expreſſed the leaſt curioſity 
to knou it, the hiſtory of my former 
life. I owe too much. to myſelf, to 
the dignity of my ſex, and my own 
honour, to leave my fame to the aſper- 
fions of your malignant tongue : hear 
my ſtory; judge me with candour ; 
compare my former and preſent con- 
duct, and if you then find the ſmalleſt 
deviation from principle or rectitude, 

| | : let 
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let me be condemſted to return to that 
poverty and obſcurity, from which you 

vaunt that you have elevated me.“ 


Mr. R***#* retired, and in a few 
days we came to an ecclairciſſement. 
When I related my ſtory, the engage - 
ment, which in early years, had ſub- 
ſiſted between Charles, and myſelf, and 
the ſubſequent misfortunes, if they 
could be ſo called, of my family, 
which forced me into his arms, he 
heard with attention; exactly the ac- 
count he had before heard from Charles, 
hey that young man waited upon him 
to apologize for the confuſion his ill- 
neſs had occaſioned. 


He ſeemed fatisfied with my con- 
duct. U pon this event I diſcovered a 
ſtrange perverſion in the human mind. 
I excuſed the tranſports of my huſ- 
band, while I imagined him jealous of 
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my love; but, I muſt own he ſunk -in 
my opinion, when I found his ill hu- 
mour had another motive: jealous, 
indeed he was; but it was of his own 
conſequence in the opinion of the 
world. He would have cared little 
for my former attachment, had it re- 
mained a ſecret : but a public diſco- 
very that I had lov'd, and been be- 
| lov'd, by any perſon except himſelf, 
was ſcarcely to be borne. 


By the ſhips which had arrived, I 
received letters from my father, filled 
with congratulations upon my good 
fortune, as he termed it, and ſome 
compliments to his own foreſight, in 
the * Shed of his daughters. 


MY ſiſter a foamed me of her 
W and added, that a 
report was in circulation, that Mr. 
R².¹] .] would be ordered home. 
| - How 
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How different are we at different pe- 
fiods of our lives? what I had wiſh'd. 
for, almoſt ever ſince my arrival, was 
now, to me, a ſource of the greateſt. 
uneaſinefs. Could I, however oppo-- 
ſite it might be to my duty, leave 
without reluctance, a country, in which 
Charles had juſt arrived? This was the 
firſt ſentiment that occurred, upon 
hearing of. the probability of our re- 
moval: yet I checked the idea as ſoon? 
as it roſe in my mind. 


What now was Charles to me? 
What could he ever be? With the 
army, at a vaſt diſtance from Calcutta, 
there was little chance of my ſeeing 
him again; and if there were, would it 
not be the very thing which I ought- 
by all means to avoid? 


In this train of thinking I reaſoned: 
down my grief, and with a gloomy 
D 5 kind 
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kind of patience, waited for the man- 
date that was to recall us to our native 
country. At laſt it arrived. The 
buſtle and preparations for our depar- 
ture, in ſome meaſure diverted my 
anxiety, and I fancied that I was ready 
to leave the Indian ſhore with cheer- 
fulneſs. : 


A few days before we were to fail, 
Mr. R***** was taken ill. He at 
firſt made light of his indiſpoſition, and 
attributed it, perhaps juſtly, to the - 
fatigue he had undergone, in his exer- 
tions to accelerate our departure. In 
a ſhort ſpace, however, his diſorder 
aſſumed a more ſerious aſpect. In 


one week he was given over, and died 


at the end of a fortnight, leaving me 
in poſſeſſion of a large part of his ac- 
quiſitions, 


To- 


Of CAUCASUS. 59 
I0o fay that 1 lamented him, with 
that poignancy of ſorrow ; with that 
violence of grief, which follows the loſs 
of the huſband of one's heart ; of the 
tender companion of one's choice, 
would be a falſehood, of which I by 
no means deſign to be guilty. Every 
reſpect that could be paid to his me- 
mory, my gratitude prompted me to 
beſtow ; and I mourned him as a friend, 9 
to whom I had the greateſt obliga- 
tions. | 


As many of our effects were on 
board, and the ſhip ready to fail, I was 
ſtrongly urged to take my. paſſage in 

her to England. This I as ſtrongly 

oppoſed, and indeed had family rea- 

ſons, beſide thoſe which my attach- 

ment to Charles ſuggeſted, that deter- 

mined me to ſtay in Aſia. I accord- 

ingly reduced my eſtabliſnment, ſettled 
my affairs, and began to live upon my 

own plan. 
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Though I had frequently heard of 
the operations of the army, more than 
a twelvemonth had paſſed, without the 
leaſt news of Charles. Piqued at a 
conduct, which I could not help at- 
tributing to coldneſs or neglect, I be- 
gan to be diſguſted with Calcutta, and 
had determined to think ſeriouſly of 
taking my paſſage to England the firſt 
opportunity. _ 


In this ſtate of mind, I was one day 
ſitting in the ſaloon, and ſketching a 
letter which I intended to leave with 
a friend, to be given him after my de- 
parture. The employment in which 
I was engaged, had ſo abforb'd my 
ideas, that I wrote on, regardleſs of the 
objects around, when turning my eyes 
to a large pier glaſs, I ſaw the image 
of my lover leaning over me. I gave 
24 ſhriek, and ſhould have fallen, but 
that he caught me in his arms, ex- 

Os climing, 
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claimingy, How could my angel, 
my lovely Maria, ſuppoſe that the leaſt 
neglect could ariſe on the part of 
Charles, to the object of his earlieſt, 
his only adoration ? A campaign the 
moſt harraſſing ; war the moſt deſul- 
tory, has precluded me from even 
writing by any regular conveyance, 
A letter which I truſted to a friend, 
travelling towards this place, and 
which merely contained inquiries after 
your health, I have reaſon to think,” 
he continued, glancing his eye upon 
my paper, never came to your hands. 
The moment I was releaſed from my 
duty, I flew to Calcutta, and find my 
lovely Maria.” —“ As ſhe deſerves to 
be found, I replied, interrupting him, 
covered with bluſhes for her own inad- 
vertence. Did I not know the ge- 
neroſity of your nature, Charles, and 
that the careleſsneſs of the preſent mo- 
ONO not be * I ſhould 
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fink into the earth at behoWMing that 


paper in your hand: but you have al- 
ready, in the peruſal of it, ſeen that it 
was not to be delivered till aſter 1 
had failed.” © Good heavens !” faid 
Charles, © Does my charming Maria 
think an apology neceſſary for any 
thing in this paper? What does it 
contain, but that which we have a 
hundred times ſaid to each other? 
At liberty to fulfil your engagement, I 
need not hint my former diſappoint- 
ment, 'or my long years of ſuffering, to 
accelerate my happineſs.” Indeed, 
Charles, you need not,” I replied, 
e the ſhare I have borne in them, is 
too ſtrong in my remembrance : no- 
thing but the ſhortneſs of the time fince 
a late event.“ Sure,” ſaid he, 
«© my Maria has paid every tribute 
that decency, that etiquette requires : 
let us, therefore, ſeize the preſent hap- 
py moment, and enter into engage- 

ments, 
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ments, which no earthly power can 
diſſolve.” I need ſcarcely add, that 
convinced by the reaſons which Charles 
gave for the ſpeedy celebration of our 
nuptials, I became his wife.” | 


Happy now, perfectly happy in each 
other, we turned our thoughts to our 
native country. Two reaſons oppoſed 
our leaving Indoſtan ; one of which 
was, my pregnancy, and the other the 
war, which made it diſhonourable for 
him-to quit the army. Another year 
elapſed ; the war raged with greater 
fury ; I was continually urging him to 
withdraw from the ſervice, fearful of 
the event which ſoon after happened, 
an order to join his corps; which, with 
other troops juſt arrived, were to march 
to a vaſt diſtance from Calcutta. I 
had hardly recoyered from my ſecond 


lying-in, when this news fell like a 


thunder-bolt,: and threw me into an 
| indiſpo- 
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indiſpoſition, which was very near 
having a fatal termination. 


In the mean time my huſband was 
obliged to march; which he did in the 
utmoſt anxiety and diſtreſs, leaving me 
on the bed of ſickneſs, without a gleam. 
of comfort but what I derived from. 
careſling my two infants, | 


I ſhall — over the different ſenſa- 
tions of my mind, upon the arrival of 

advices from the army. With what 
hope I looked forward to a peace, 
when the ſmalleſt advantage gained 
over the enemy, gave me an oppor- 
tunity to indulge that flattering illuſion; 
or, how I was ſeized with deſpondence, 
when the operations of the troops were 

either impeded or unſucceſsſul. In 
ſhort, I followed my huſband, in idea, 
through every attack or retreat; and,. 
Such had fear and anxiety upon his- 
account,, 
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account, taken poſſeſſion of my mind, 


that, had not the care of my infants 
demanded my preſence, 1 doubtleſs 
ſhould, in reality, have partook with 
him the hardſhips of the campaign. 


« Alas! ill-fated Charles!“ faid 
the lady, looking at the picture which 
ſne had recovered from the Arabian, 
« perhaps this faint reſemblance of 
thy benign countenance, had better 
have remained in the hands of banditti, 
as it only ſcrvcs to awaken, and add 
greater poignancy to my ſorrow. Alas! 
equally ill-fated children ! if ye are yet 
hving, abandoned by your parents, to 
what dangers may ye be expoſed ?” 


« Here,” faid Anime, < a guſh of 
tears relieved the lady, and ſhe con- 
tinued her ſtory,” | 


| | Two 
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Two months had paſſed, and no- 
thing had been heard from the army. 
The report at Calcutta, though no- 
body knew whence it aroſe, was, 

that the powers of the country, the 
French and the Britiſh, tired of a war, 
from which, only individuals derived 
advantage, had determined to enter 
upon an agreement for a ſuſpenſion of 


arms, which it was hoped would ter- 
minate in a peace. 


Though I could not trace this news 
to any ſolid foundation, ſo pleaſing was 
it to my mind; ſo congenial to my 
wiſhes, that I gave involuntary credit 
to it, and the pleaſure which merely 
thinking it might be true, diffuſed 
around my heart, enabled me to ſup- 
port my ſpirits during the interval. 


A meſſenger from the army, at 
length arrived: I flew to the palace of 
| the 
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the Governor ; with great tenderneſs 
he informed” me, that although there 
was a letter directed to me, as it came 
under his cover, he feared it was not 
from Captain Egerton. Judging from 
this, that the moſt fatal event had taken 
place, I exclaimed, “ He is dead!“ 
and ſunk upon the ſofa. Far from 
it,” replied the Governor. © It would 
be uſeleſs and vain to endeavour to 
conceal from you, that there has been 
an action, in which our troops have 
ſuffered conſiderably, and many of the 
officers are killed. Here is the liſt, 
you will ſee that the name of Captain 
Egerton is not among that number. 
J obſerve your generous and ſuſcep- 
tible heart feels for the diſtreſs which 
this fatal paper muſt communicate to 
the widows and friends of thoſe unfor- 
tunate men: How will they look with 
envy upon this liſt, which contains the 
wounded, and ſay, had my huſband or 
ther 
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father been in that ſituation, with care 
and attention he would probably have 
.recovered ; or, had he been a priſoner, 
he would ſoon have been releaſed: but 
dead: loft, irrecoverably loſt. You 
fee, madam, how much greater the 
diſtreſſes of others are than your own,” 
continued the Governor; © and as I 
obſerve, what I have faid has made a 
proper impreſſion upon your mind, 1 
leave you for a few minutes, to the 
peruſal of this letter.” Upon which 
he immediately put a paper into my 
hand, and withdrew, - 


The Governor gave to my compo- 
ſure” more credit than it deſerved. 
The firſt ſhock had thrown a kind- of 
ſtupor over my ſpirits; I felt the 
greateſt dread : my mind ſeemed op- 
preſſed by the moſt horrible ideas; 
yet my judgment was not clear enough 
to enable me to diſtinguiſh what they 

| were. 
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were. Tears refuſed to come to my 
relief. I had fat, perhaps, a long time 
in this torpid ſtate, looking upon the 
ſuperſcription of the unopened letter, 
when a young lady entered the room. 
At the noiſe which the door made, I 
ſtarted. She retreated a few paces 
back; when, looking at me with the 
utmoſt benignity of aſpect, . Forgive 
madam,” ſhe faid, ** this intruſion up- 
on your privacy; on my part it is 
involuntary. My father, hindered by 
public affairs, from again paying his 
reſpects to you, commanded me to 
offer my ſervices, ſuch as they are: 
but I ſee you are oppreſſed with ſor- 
row ; away with forms, let me lend 
you my ſupport, feeble as it is.” Say- 
ing this, the lovely girl threw her arms 
around me, and ſeemed to partake of 
my grief. There is a charm in ſym- 
pathy ; her attention recalled my ſcat- 
tered thoughts; I reclined my head 
8 upon 
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upon her boſom, and the tears burſt 
forth in a torrent. Never ſhall I for- 
get the pains ſhe took to ſooth my 
anguiſh, When I was a little com- 

| poſed, I put the fatal letter into her 
- hand, and ſhe read the following words. 


Mus. EokRTOx, 


at Calcutta. 


— . „ _ 
he dh. od 


Madam, 


ſhould become a part of my duty, to 
convey unpleaſing intelligence to a 
lady, whoſe character I ſo much eſteem: 
but form muſt give place to military 
confuſion, and compliment to the ne- 
ceſſity of the times. Uſed, as I have 
been, to danger : to ſituations that re- 
quire exertion; I can ſcarcely muſter 
reſolution to inform you, that_Captain 
5 Egerton, who led the grenadiers, in the 
Pp R late 


| I am extremely unhappy that it 
| 
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late action, after ſuſtaining the ſhock 
. of a ſuperior, force, in a manner that 
will do the nation, himſelf, and the 
corps he commanded, honour, was 
wounded ;' yet not ſo much as to diſ- 
able him; for, I underſtand, that he 
afterwards rallied his men, and that 
they returned to the charge with the 
greateſt bravery : but numbers pouring 
down upon them, and being unſup- 
ported by the country troops; though 
I do not find that he again ſuffered 
perſonally, he was overpowered, and 
taken priſoner, 


© Though in the events of war, 
diſagreeable circumſtances will ariſe, 
of which, capture 1s one; yet it will 
doubtleſs be ſome conſolation to you 
to hear, that he has fallen into the 
hands of the French, 


© Their 
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Their commander has been written 
to, who promiſes, that every attention 
| ſhall be paid to the wounded officers 
3 and men; and, although the Captain 
was not particularly mentioned, there is 
no doubt but that his merit will inſure 
him the eſteem. of a generous enemy, 
As I feel for your anxiety, if I hear any 
thing that can alleviate the ſorrow of 
| the preſent hour, it will give me double 
_ pleaſure in the opportunity it will afford 
me, to congratulate you upon better 
proſpects, and to aſſure you again, that 
I am with the greateſt reſpect, 


Madam, « 
Tour obedient humble ſervant, - 


| 5 21 Edward Denham. 


| Colonel 49th Infantry. 
/ mn Camp near Patna, 


My 


OF CAUCASUS, 73 


My emotions, while this young lady 


was reading, may eaſily be conceived, 
1 thought I diſcerned, through the hurry 
and inaccuracy with which the Colonel 
wrote, a deſire to palliate the misfor- 
tunes of Charles. When ſhe ceaſed, 
I aſked her opinion. She ſaid it was 


impoſſible to give any: © In the me- 


lancholy circumſtances attendant upon 


Captain Eng; all 1 be ſuſpenſe 


and conjecture.“ 


« Then tell me what you would do 
in my ſituation?” © Do,” ſhe re- 
peated, with animation, © inſtantly ſet 
out, and attend my wounded huſband ! 
ſhould the man I lov'd, languiſh in 
captivity, upon the bed of ſickneſs, 
| ſurrounded by ſtrangers, perhaps in 
want of neceſſaries, and Charlotte not 
make a trifling exertion to perform that 


duty which ſhe had vow'd to him at 
the altar ?” 
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Sentiments ſo congenial to my own, 

enchanted me ; I embraced the lovely 
girl with rapture; we exchanged our 
vows of friendſhip, and ſhe promiſed 
to inſpect into the conduct of thoſe 
entruſted with the care of my children 
during my abſence. 

After procuring letters to the French 
commander, and enduring a variety of 
remonſtrances from my friends, I ſet 
out, accompanied by my favourite ſer- 
vant, Lidia, and attended by a train of 
domeſtics. We had travelled above 
thirty days; but 1t appeared, from the 
incorrect accounts of the movements 
of the armies, and the ignorance of our 
ouides, greatly out of our way. In 
croſſing an immenſe plain, our whole 
caravan was attacked, and I may add, 
yielded without the leaſt reſiſtance, to 
a party of wandering banditti, com- 
manded by the Arabian Captain, I 

- was 
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was the leſs apprchenſive upon falling 
into their hands, as I hoped the booty 
they had gained, and the vaſt promiſes 

I made them, would have induced 
them to convey me ſafely to the. En- 
oliſh army. This they engaged to do, 
but it appeared they never intended 
it, as they took, I have ſince under- 
ſtood, a quite different route, the event 
of which, to them is already known. 
With reſpe&t to myſelf, amidſt the 
accumulated evils of the paſt, and 
dreadful ſuſpenſe of the preſent mo- 
ment, I conſider my ſituation as for- 
tunate, as I am taken out of their nefa- 
rious hands, and placed in thoſe of Se- 
lim and his friends; to whoſe exertions 
and humanity, IT ſhall probably owe 
more than the preſervation of my 
life; even that of my honour; and 
from whoſe benevolence I have the 
_ livelieſt hopes, that they will take the 
earlieſt opportunity of procuring me a 
| E 2 convey- 
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conveyance to the place of my Ga- 
tion; where, whatever misfortunes 
may be in ſtore for me, they muſt be 
dreadful indeed, if they obliterate 
from my mind the obligations which 
I am under to the preſent company. 


CHAP, V. 


In the various comments upon the 
ſtory of the Engliſh lady, which had 
been read in the Perſian language by 
Anime, the party paſſed their time 
that evening; and indeed were ſo in- 
tereſted by her tale, in the fate of the 
relater, that it was determined, if the 
Derviſe ſhould bring bad tidings from 
Iſpahan, that Selim, Amurat' and his 

daughters, 
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daughters, leaving Perſia, ſhould enter 
into the dominions of the Great Mogul, 
and convoy her part of the way to 
Calcutta, Baniſh'd from their own, 
all countries were alike to them: or, 
if any place ſeemed to afford a greater 
proſpect of ſafety than another, they 
flattered themſelves it would be found 
in ſome ſettlement belonging to the 


Engliſh; 


When Maria heard of their deter- 
mination, it redoubled her gratitude ; 
for though the feelings of a wife, and 
mother, urged her ſpeedy departure, 
yet the difficulty and danger ſhe had 
already experienced, of travelling with- 
out a proper guard, through coun- 
tries, in many parts barren and inhoſ- 
pitable ; or in that ſtate of confuſion, 
which attends the vicinity of armies, 
check'd the ardour of her wiſhes, and 

E 3 enabled 
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enabled her to wait the event, with 
ſome ſmall degree cf compoſure. 


Zamaſpes; the benevolent Zamaſ- 
pes, being informed how much ſhe 
was intereſted to inquire into the ope- 
rations of the forces; and whether the 
war ſtill raged in Indoſtan, went, on 
purpoſe, to the town where he uſed to 
diſpoſe of his manufactures; but his 
inquiries were not attended with much 
ſucceſs : he heard, in general, that the 
Indian princes were at war; but of 
any particular detail, the W 
were entirely ignorant. 


Of more importance was another 
part of his intelligence. The town 
was that, at which the wounded Aſgar 


had for ſome time languiſned. Though 


far from being perfectly recovered, 
he had, the day before, left the place, 
attended by a numerous retinue; who, 

| from 
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from what Zamaſpes could collect, 
breathed vengeance againft the Per- 
ſians, for having put their lord into 
ſuch a dangerous ſituation. 


« How apt,” ſaid he, © are men, 
when they are influenced by a party, 
to adopt the ſentiments of their leader. 
However abandoned and profligate he 
may be, occular demonſtration will 
not convince them that he has acted 
wrong. To enforce this obſervation, 
there cannot be a ſtronger caſe than 
that of the blindneſs of the dependants 
of Aſgar, to the vices of their maſter :. 
they, forgetful of the outrage he had - 
committed ; far from thinking his pre- 
ſent ſufferings were the conſequence of 
his former crimes, breathe the ſame 
ſpirit of revenge, as, if revenge is ever 
allowable, ought to animate them in 
the cauſe of innocence ſinking under 
oppreſſion. However,” continued he, 
E 4 addreſſing 
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addreffing himſelf to Selim and Amu- 
rath, if they attempt to put their 
threats in execution, ſome time muſt 
elapſe before ir will be poſſible, and 
ere that period, I hope you will either 
meet with protection from their ma- 
lignity, or have an opportunity to 
withdraw out of their reach,” 


While the old man was engaged in 
this diſcourſe, one of his neighbours 
came to inform him, that a perſon at 
his cottage wiſh'd to ſpeak to him: 
he accordingly went. In a ſhort time 
Meroc was ſent for. 


_Galatie and Anime, under the in- 
ſtructions of Norival, were framing a 
beautiful kind of wicker baſket for 
flowers. The children, directed by 
Maria, were, in groups, amuling them- 
 Kelves by harneffing each other with 
ribands. The eldeſt girl was cloſely 

TH attending 


f 
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attending to the operations of Lidia, 
who was inſtructing her to form ſome 
articles of the Engliſh dreſs, when 
Zamaſpes entered among them. Plea- 
ſure, which he ſeemed with difficulty 
to reſtrain, played upon his counte- 
nance; when he ſaid, There is no- 
thing that marks a light or trifling mind 
ſo ſtrongly, as ſudden emotions of joy 


or ſorrow, upon common cauſes, and 


their conſequences, When a friend 
leaves us, we know that there is the 


greateſt probability F 


« My huſband is returned!“ faid 
Norival, flying to her father, and em- 
bracing him; * my huſband's re- 
turn'd !'* ſhe repeated, let me in- 
ſtantly ſee him!“ 


Hold,“ rephed Zamaſpes, © to 


guard you from theſe emotions —— 


3 « You 
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„Tou ſee, father, it was to no pur- 
poſe,” ſaid a young man that ruſh'd 
forward, and embrac'd her and the 
children, with the greateſt fondneſs. 
« You obſerve,” he continued, * that 
T was perfectly right in deſiring to be 
led to Norival directly, as the furpriſe 


of meeting me has not been attended 
with any ill effects.“ 


« Though that is more than I 
know,” replied Zamaſpes, © there is 
one thing ] can aver without fear of 
contradiction, that the man who op- 
poſes reaſon, to the dictates of paſſion ; 
the- calmneſs and philoſophy of age, 
to the impetuoſity of youth, will loſe 
his labour, as I have done. Happy it 
is, for you, my children, and will be 
for your poſterity, that your ardour 
has irs foundation on love for each 
other; and that the paſſions of your 
Po are only acuve in the cauſe of 
virtue,” 
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virtue. He then introduced the 
young ſoldier to the ladies. Maria, 
through the medium of Galatie, eager- 
ly inquired © From what part of the 
frontiers he came?” He anſwered, 
« from the borders of Indoſtan. She 
burſt into tears, 

« I muſt again interfere,” ſaid 
Zamaſpes, © though perhaps with as 
little ſucceſs as before. Let the pre- 
ſent hour, an hour that brings under 
my roof a dutiful ſon, an affectionate 
huſband, and a fond parent, be dedi- 
cated to innocent hilarity, My neigh- 
bours are already aſſembled, and the 
vaulted roof- of the temple will. ſoon 
ring with ſhouts of joy : Zamaſpes 
inveſts himſelf with the office of maſter 
of the feaſt; let me therefore requeſt 
this company, to honour the enter- 
tainment with their preſence, and we, 
my children, will now retire to pre- 
pare for their reception,” 

E 6 
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CHAP, VI. 


Wirk, which it has been re- 
marked, was ſo ſpeedy in its ap- 
proaches upon the mountain, and in 
its environs, had, as yet, made but 
ſmall progreſs in the diſtant plains; 
eſpecially thoſe ſituated on the ſou- 
thern ſide of Caucaſus, It was one 
of the fineft days that had been known 
at the extremity of Autumn. The 
trees, though the vernal brightneſs of 
their green had faded upon the ſight, 
were, perhaps, rendered ſtill more in- 
tereſting objects, by being loaded with 
ripe fruit. The vines that partly co- 
vered the. cottages, bent beneath their 
| NE of —_ cluſters, 
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cluſters. The cattle, no longer op- 
preſſed by the fervid rays of the ſun, 
had diſperſed themſelves in groups, 
around the temple. The calmneſs of 
the air, and the gentler warbling of 
the birds, which the tepid gales diſ- 
perſed around, ſeemed adapted to the 
mild ſolemnity of the ſeaſon; a ſo- 
lemnity which was only broken by the 
jocund modulation of the reapers, who 
were conveying to their garners, their 
laſt loads of rice and other grain. 
The harveſt had been abundant ; the 
labourers of Zamaſpes had finiſhed that 
morning. His neighbours had done 
the ſame: therefore, they joyfully 
aſſembled, to return thanks to the 
Almighty, upon two intereſting occa- 
ſions ; that of having compleated their 
various taſks, and for the arrival of 
the young ſoldier, | 


When 
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When Amurath and his company 
entered, they were led through that 
part of the encloſure, which had for- 
merly been the garden of the temple, 
to a place where a ſpacious veſtibule 
opened into the colonade. Part of the 
roof remained, and over the inter- 
vening area, a large lattice had been 
thrown, on which the vines ſpreading 
with the moſt unbounded luxuriance, 
drop'd their cluſters in feſtoons through 
the ſquares, while their branches and 
leaves, twining acroſs each other, broke 
the radiance of the light, and diffus'd 
the ſofteſt and moſt beautiful effect 
upon the heights, varied by the warm 
reflexes, and broad umbrageous tints 
| ſpread over the other parts of the ruin. 
In the center of this romantic ſpot, an 
altar was raiſed, on which was laid rice, 
and other grain in the ear: dates, figs, 
and the various fruits of the ſeaſon : it 

1 Forge was 
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was alſo decorated with all the flowers 
which could be collected. | 


Zamaſpes advanced, and taking up 
a handful of the corn, ſaid, „Can 
we look upon this firſt and greateſt gift, 
which the bounty of Providence pre- 
ſents to us, without proſtrating before 
the throne of Omnipotence, with the 
moſt awful gratitude ? When we con- 
ſider how little the labour required on 
our part, and yet how manifold the in- 
creaſe of a ſmall grain : how it exerts 
itſelf in the womb of earth: how it 
ſhoots forth and ſpreads its ſtalks a- 
round : how the dews and rain deſcend 
from heaven to nurture, and the ſun 
diſpenſes its influence to ripen it: 
ought we not to confeſs, that the more 
we contemplate the works of the Al- 
mighty, the more fervent ſhould be 
our gratitude to him, who diffuſes ſuch 
numerous bleſſings around us? Are 


not 
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not the fruits and flowers z every thing 
which traverſes the earth, ſwims in the 
ſea, or flies through the air, in the 


ſame degree, the marks of his bounty 


to us? And though it requires exer- 
tion and vigilance to guard againſt the 
depredations of the lion and the tyger; 


and fortitude to repair, without repin- 


ing, the devaſtations of ſtorms and 
tempeſts: yet the former have doubt- 
leſs their uſe, in the ſight of him by 
whom nothing was created in vain: 
and the latter, though perhaps a 
ſcourge to our arrogance, and a par- 
tial evil, muſt, from their diſperſion 
of noxious vapours, be conſidered as a 


univerſal good. 


Let us, therefore, upon the return 
of this annual ſolemnity, offer up our 
prayers, our praiſes, and thankſgiving 
to the Almighty, for the bleſſings he 


and 
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and endeavour to live in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to merit the continuance of his 
bounty to us in future,” 


When Zamaſpes had ended, a cho- 

rus of the daughters of the cottagers, 
arrayed in white, -with garlands of corn 
and flowers twiſted together, ranged 
themſelves on each ſide the altar, and 
addreſſed the following hymn, through 
the medium of that bright luminary, 
the Sun, to the Omnipotent Being * 
hach created it. 


Tar Heer Hyrun. 


Eternal ſource of light and heat, 
That with celeſtial rays 
Ulumes the world | let all repeat, 
To thee, their thanks and praiſe, 
Through thy bright medium we addreſs the throne 
Of nature's Lord, whoſe power all nations own. 


* 


CHORUS. 


* 
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CHORUS, 
Glory to him that was before all time 
Whoſe bleſſings ſpread to every age and clime. 


On the firſt dawning of the year; 
When zephyrs fan the tepid gale; 
When nature's flow'ry brood appear, 
And gaily deck the verdant vale 1 


Almighty power | thy works we trace, 
| Through all that life reſpire : 
The beaſts that graze, the inſe& race, 
Tue numerous feather'd choir, 
80 while the heavens thy awful thunder ſhakes, 
Thy ſhowers revive the earth, and vegetation wakes, 


CHORU $ 
Glory to him that was before all time, | 
| Whoſe bleſſings ſpread to every age and clime, 


Alike in ſummer's fervid heat 

In yellow fields of ripening corn 1 
When flocks to cooling ſhades retreat, 
And cluſters doth the vine adorn : © | 


When 
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When nature's offspring bend beneath their load, 
We laud thy name for every good beſtow'd. 


C HORU 8. 


Glory to him that was before all time, 
Whoſe bleſſings ſpread to every age and elime. 


When autumn marks the year's decline, 
And plenty crowns the cultur'd foil ; 
Thy beams with fainter radiance ſhine, 
And harveſt cheers the labourers toil i 
Thy works, Almighty power, we own, 
In every ſeaſon ſtand confeſs d; 
We praiſe thee for thy bounty ſhewn, 
We thank thee for this hour of reſt, 
In gratitude to thee our boſoms glow, 
Alike through ſummer's heat aad winter's ſnow, 


CHORWU 8, 


Glory to him that was before all time, 
Whote bleſſings ſpread to every age and clime, 


This 
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r 
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This ſolemnity concluded, the whole 
company ccngratulated Zamaſpes, Me- 
roc and Norival, upon the arrival of 
Haſſan, Tables were ſpread, and af- 
ter a repaſt, diſtinguiſhed more by the 
chearfulneſs of the gueſts, than the pro- 
fuſion of delicacies, part of them, a- 
mong whom was his own family, Se- 
lim, Ruſtan, Amurath, and his daugh- 
ters, gathered about the young ſoldier, 
and deſired him to recite the events of 
the campaign; while the others, either 
diſperſed themſelves in walking par- 
ties, or played upon the green. 


Haſſan began by relating, that the 
Omrah, under whom he ſerved, held 
lands tributary to the Great Mogul, 
beſide the fief he enjoyed under the 
Perſian Monarch, who favouring the 
French, upon the firſt application, gave 
him permiſſion to march the troops he 
| F had 
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had raiſed in his own country, v 
Indoſtan. 


hey 


ee The war,“ he continued, “ raged 
with great violence between the Britiſh, 
Gallic, and the different Indian powers 
in their intereſts. We began our route 
in a very large body, and after a tedioùs 
march, in the latter part of which, 
we were continually haraſſed by the 
enemy, we joined the French. 


To attempt to ſketch out the 
events of a campaign, of which the 


former part was ſpent in the attack &r 
defence of fortreſſes and poſts, is a taſk 


that would be attended with conſider- 


able difficulty to myſelf, and afford but 
little entertainment to you. 


« The actions, or rather ſkirmiſhes 
that enſued, were equally inde ciſive; 
though, I believe, rather to the ad- 


Vantage 


* 


# 
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vantage of our enemies; and, I have 

reaſon to think, that had we not been 
joined by a large reinforcement of 
Europeans, the ſummer would have 
ended very little to the credit or fatis- 
faction either of the French, or their 
Aſiatic allies. 


; 
| 
| 
| 


« As we had acquired ſpirits from 
the aſſiſtance we had received, we ven- 
tured to attack the Engliſh in their 
intrenchments, and after an obſtinate 
reſiſtance on their part, for many of 
the country troops, their allies, fled at 
me firſt onſet: we carried the poſt, 
and remained maſters of the ficld. 
This being our firſt victory, I could 
not help obſerving the character of 
the different nations. upon that occa- 
ſion. With us, if there was any great 
joy, it was tempered with that decorum 

which generally marks our behaviour; 
but on the part of the French it was 
far 
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far otherwiſe. I underſtood, from an 
officer that ſpoke both languages, that 
they congratulated each other in the 
moſt extravagant hyperboles : they 
laughed, they leaped, ſhouted and 
ſung, as if performing the fraatic dance 
of the Derviſes: in ſhort, it is impoſ- 
fible to ſay where their exultations 
would have ended, had not a period 
been put to them by the drum beat- 
ing again to arms, upon a report, that 
the Engliſh, ſtrongly reinforced, were 
returning to the charge. The Gallic 
troops, equally ready to fight as to 
dance, flew to their muſkets ; aud al- 
though the report proved premature, 
they ſhewed, by their alacrity, it would 


not be eaſy to take them at a diſad- 
Vantage. 


« A few days after, the rumour 
which I have juſt mentioned, was rea- 
lized. The Engliſh, not only joined 


by 


96 THE HERMIT 


by a detachment of their own troops, 
but by the Nabob Sujah Abbas, ad- 
vanced. At firſt they ſhewed a diſ- 
poſition to treat : the armies formed a 
ſquare : the elephants, camels and bag- 
gage, were placed in the rear: ſuperb 
rents were pitched in the center. 


© The chiefs, Indian and European, 
advanced from their different quarters, 
attended by numerous ſuites. The ne- 
gociations laſted for ſeveral days, and 
then were broken off, without coming 


to any agreement. We now prepared 


for an action, which ſoon commenced, 
and was infinitely more bloody and 
obſtinate than any we had yet expe- 
rienced. Three different days it was 
renewed : at laſt victory declared in 


our favour: but alas! it coſt us dear, 


as our opponents, the Engliſh, fought 
like men that were reſolved to conquor 


or die. On the laſt day, I particularly 


remember 
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remember, that the officer who led the 
Britiſh grenadiers, withſtood the ſhock 
of whole regiments of Sepoys, and 
other Indian troops; and though 
wounded, refuſed to yield to the ſupe- 
riority of numbers, until the French 
advanced to the place of action; to 
the commander of whom, he reluctant- 
ly reſign'd his ſword.” 


The ſimilarity of circumſtances be- 
tween this event, and that ſhe had be- 
fore heard of Captain Egerton, ſtruck 
Galatie, and ſhe eagerly inquired of 
Haſſan, if he knew the name of the 
officer ? but of that he could not in- 
form her. She then flew to Maria, 


who not underſtanding the language in 


which the ſoldier was about to relate 
his ſtory, had, with the children of 
Norival, ſtroll'd into the garden. If 
ſhe was ſurpriſed when Galatie took 
her arm, and hurried her to Haſſan ; 

vol. 11, F ſhe 
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| ſhe was more ſo when, upon her ſhew- 


ing him the picture, which hung from 
the Engliſh lady's neck, he perfectly 
recollected the features. Her agita- 
tion while he contemplated it, which he 
did with emotion and reverence, was 
inexpreſſible. Bowing his head upon 
it, when he returned it, he ſaid, I 
now conſider the. Engliſh warrior as 
doubly unfortunate, in not only having 
his own captivity and wounds to la- 
ment, but his diſtance from a lady, 
who by the intereſt ſhe ſeems to take 
in his fate, is, I have reaſon to believe, 
connected with him by the tendereſt 
ties. Why ſhould Haſſan bluſh to 
acknowledge, that to the officer, of 
which this 1s the reſemblance, he in the 
late battle owed his life. Being on the 


ground, deſerted by my comrades, and 


on the point of falling a martyr to the 
fury of ſome of the Raſpouts that 
n on the Britiſh ſide ; when their 


ſpears 
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ſpears were uplifted, he called them 
off, ſaying, in Perſian, © Soldiers! 
diſgrace not your country, and mine, 
by warring upon a defenceleſs indivi- 
dual. We came here to attack or de- 
fend ourſelves againſt armies: but the 


moment an enemy has fallen, the fury 


of the Engliſh ſubſides, and they haſten 


to ſuccour the man; to embrace their 
fellow-creature.” © When Haſſan for- 
gets, moſt brave and generous Briton, 
the ſentiments with which thy example 
hath inſpired him ; when he no longer 


rejoices at an opportunity to repay the 
obligations he owes to thee; to thy 


friends or connexions; may he be 
ſpurn'd by all good men, and trans- 
formed to the vileſt reptile that crawls 
upon the earth.“ 


Joy flaſh'd from the eyes of Maria, 
when Galatie explain'd to her the ſen- 


timents of Haſſan, who though he 
F 2 under- 
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underſtood ſome French, was not ſuf- 
ficently maſter of that language, to 
continue his narration in it. - He there- 
fore informed the latter, that when the 
wounded captain was carried to the 
town of Saſeron, he was among the 
number appointed to guard the priſo- 
ners. That owing to the ſkill of ſeve- 
ral French and Engliſh ſurgeons, many 
that were alſo wounded, recovered ; 
and that the captain was ſo far amend- 
ed, as to be able to quit his chamber; 
and by leaning upon the arm of a 
faithful domeſtic, who had ſurrendered 
himſelf as ſoon as he heard of his 
maſter's misfortune, to take the air in 
a large court.. That, being frequent- 
ly upon guard, he was ſurpriſed at the 
vigilance of the ſervant, to keep back 
any news, or letters, that came from 
the remainder of the Engliſh army ; but 


had reaſon, a few days after, to conſider 
his caution as properly founded. By 


means 
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means of ſome communications be- 
tween the generals, he continued, 
<« ſeveral priſoners were exchanged, 
and through that medium, the captain 
received a packet of letters, in the 
abſence of Frederic. He had peruſed 
but a few lines of one, which he ſelect- 
ed from the reſt, before he gave a 
groan, and fell upon the floor. I he 
ſurgeon, who happened to be near, 
with the domeſtics and foldiers of the 
garriſon, ruſh'd into the room ; after 
ſeveral applications, he recovered to 
a ſenfe of his miſery, and ſeemed, by 
his agitatiors, to be raving and lament- 
ing, by turns, in the Engliſh language. 
The ſurgeon, when he had examined 
his wounds, ſaid, That his emotions 
had cauſed them to bleed afreſh.” 
Frederic arrived, and that truſty do- 
meſtic uſed ſuch means, as ſooth'd his 
maſter into tolerable compoſure.” 
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c At this period all the powers equally 
weary of the war, agreed upon a ceſſa- 
tion of hoſtilities. The time to which 
the ſervice of our troops was limited, 
being expired, we were diſcharged 
from our duty at the garriſon. Before 
we marched homeward, I went, for 
the laſt time, to inquire after the health 
of the Engliſh warrior, as he was called 
among us, and heard from Frederic, 
that he was in ſome degree reſtored : 
at the ſame time he diſcloſed to me, 
that the late ſhock was owing to the 
information which the letters conveyed 
to him, that his lady, upon the news of 
his capture, had left Calcutta, and had 
not {ince been heard of; and as there 
was great reaſon to fear that ſhe had 
been murdered by ſome of the ſtrag- 
gling deſerters and banditti, which 
were ſaid to infeſt the country, though 
he had known of her abſence for ſome 
time, he had carefully kept that cir- 

cumſtance 
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cumſtance from his maſter, till that 
fatal day, when his leaving him had 
like to have been attended with ſuch 
| ſerious conſequences. I have little 
more to add, continued Haſſan, * as 
an account of our march to this coun- 
try, it being unattended with any inci- 
dents worth relating, would, of conſe- 
quence, afford no amuſement to this 
company.” | 


When he had ended, Galatie -and 
Anime retired with Maria, to whom 
they explained, in the gentleſt manner 
poſſible, what they had juſt heard from 
the ſoldier. Amidſt the affliction 
which this relation excited, ſhe ſaw 
a ray of conſolation break upon her 
wo-begone mind, in the gratitude of 
Haſſan. The daughters of Amurath 
leaving her with Lidia, returned to the 
company ; who, after an evening ſpent 
in innocent hilarity, departed, at an 
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early hour, to their different habita - 
tions. 


CHAP, Vil. 


Tu company of Haſſan became 


the greateſt cordial to ſooth the ſor- 
rows of Maria. 


During the few weeks, in which the 
ſtormy ſeaſon made it impoſſible to 
travel, he attended her conſtantly, and 


had, under the tuition of Galatie and 


Anime, attained ſufficient of the French 
language, to hold a converſation upon 
common ſubjects. He informed her 
of every particular relative to the cap- 


ture and ſituation of her huſband ; and 


frequently 
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frequently repeated the vow he had 
made, to deliver her ſafe into his 
hands, if he was even obliged to take 
a journey to Calcutta for that purpoſe. 
In purſuance of this reſolution, Maria 
furniſhed him with part of the money 
which ſhe had recovered from the 
Arabian; and as it was agreed on by 
every one, that the Indian mode of tra- 
velling was, for ladies, far more con- 
venient than the Perſian, he engaged 
to purchaſe a carriage with oxen, for 
her and her attendant, as alſo camels to 
convey their baggage, Through his 
influence, a number of his diſbanded 
fellow ſoldiers offered themſelves as a 
guard, they brought their horſes, 
tents, & c. Manaries were engaged to 
conduct the caravan; and as ſoon as 
the roads were in proper condition, 
they prepared to ſet out. 


F 6 Strong, 
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Strong as were the impulſes of the 
connubial and parental paſſions in the 
boſom of Maria, her gratitude to Se- 
lim and Ruſtan, reſpect for Amurath, 
and affection for his lovely daughters, 
rendered their parting a very ſolemn 
one. She, addreſſing them generally, 
ſaid, The humanity, hoſpitality, and 
politeneſs for which, from the carlieſt 


ages, the Perſians have been remark- 


able, were never more conſpicuous, 
never more readily exerted, or more 
ſtrongly felt, than in the caſe of the 
object before you. Ingratitude is not 
a vice inherent to Britiſh boſoms ! 
How then ſhall I reflect upon the fa- 
vours I have received, with compoſure, 
when abſence places them in a more 
enlarged point of view, and diftance 
prevents that acknowledgment, which 
not to be able to return, is the greateſt 
burden to generous minds?“ When 
ſhe embraced Galatie and Anime, ſhe 
ſaid, 
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ſid, „Adieu, lovely and beloved 
ſiſters of my heart: the obligations 
that I owe to your ſenſibility and 
tenderneſs, which have, in a great 
degree, ſooth'd my ſorrows, and blunt- 
ed the poignancy of that anguiſh which 
I have long endured, will never be 
eraſed from my memory ; and, though 
perhaps deſtiny may ordain that a 
hemiſphere ſhall divide us, till, let 
me indulge the hope, that that fine ſpun 
filament, which unites the ſouls of in- 
dividuals, however diſtant their ſitua- 
tions may be, will cauſe us to remem- 
ber and love each other, to the remoteſt 
period of our exiſtence.” 


The daughters of Amurath, equally 
attached to the lovely Briton, mingled 
tears with their embraces, and ſepara- 
tion was protracted to a late hour. 


F 6 The 
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The inflexible Zamaſpes would not 
accept of the ſmalleſt gratification. 
« You: have,” ſaid he, © compli- 
mented me upon practiſing the virtue 
of hoſpitality : of your approbation I 
am proud: do not therefore ſuffer me 
to degrade myſelf in the eyes of my 
friends, and fink in my own opinion, 
by taking a reward for doing that, 
which I have ever canſidered as my 


firſt duty.” 


To Norival's children, her libera- 
lity would have known no bounds, had. 
it not been reſtrained by their mother. 
When the caravan ſet out, Ruſtan and. 
a few friends accompanied them, pur- 
poſing to take their leave at the town 
which was to he the extent. of that 
day's journey ; while Galatie, Anime, 
= and the reſt, upon whom the departure 
of Maria had caſt a gloom, retired into 
the interior part of the temple, 


In 
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In ſolitary walks beneath its lofty 
arches, or around its environs, the diſ- 
conſolate Amurath whil'd away his 

time, waiting for the return of the 
Derviſe, who, though particularly 
charged with the affairs of Selim, had 
nevertheleſs undertaken to procure, by 
means of his extenſive connexions, all 
poſſible information reſpecting the. 
charges which Omar and Aſgar had ; 
brought againſt him. He knew the. 
power and weight of thoſe two Omrahs 
at the Perſian court, and the very little 
chance an individual, unſupported, had 
of obtaining juſtice, or indeed a hear- 
ing; he therefore again lamented the 
ſtorm which drove him. back to the 
Perſian coaſt, and the ſhipwreck of the 
greateſt part of his fortune. Taking, 
a retroſpective , view of his life, he 
recalled. to his mind the infancy of 
his children; the former proſperous. 
fituation of his affairs, and the many 


happy 
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happy years he had ſpent with his be- 
loved Erminia, whoſe diſappearance 
was a myſtery he could by no means 
penetrate, In this deſponding ſtate, 
his thoughts turned upon the venerable 
Iſmael ; in recollecting his precepts, 
and reſolving to rely upon Providence 
for the guidance of his future deſtiny, 
he found comfort; his mind afſumed 
more compoſure, and turning to re- 
trace his ſteps to the cottage of Za- 
maſpes, he beheld the Derviſe ſtand- 
ing before ham. 


Joy, for a moment, took poſſeſſion 
of his features; but it vaniſhed upon 
his mquiries into the ſucceſs of his ap- 
plication, as the ſage informed him, che 
had news to communicate, which was 
likely to afford but little conſolation 
either to him or Selim: but, con- 
tinued he, this is not a time, wearied 
as I am by dg. journey, to enter into 
N 
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particulars ; let us retire and ſeek our 
friends, whom J have not yet ſeen: in 
the morning I will inform you of the 
refult of my expedition, and we will 
then determine what meaſures are to 
be taken to inſure your future ſafety.“ 


CHAP, VIII. 


In the anxiety of mind which the 
inſinuations of the Derviſe had occa- 
ſioned to Amurath, Selim, and his 
friends, the night wore ſlowly away. 
Soon after fun riſe they aſſembled, im- 
patient to hear what intelligence he had 
to communicate, They ſeated them- 
ſelves around him, and he began. 
When I left the camp of Selim, I 
proceeded to a convent of Derviſes in 


6 the 
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the neighbourhood, and without men- 
tioning to them the nature of my buſi- 
neſs, I generally informed them that 
I was under the neceſſity of travelling 
to Iſpahan, and engaged two of my 
brethren to join me in the expedition. 
We ſet out a few days after, and by 
flow journeys were approaching the 
capital, when paſſing through a village, 
or rather a place that had been a vil- 
lage, but from which we conjectured, 
that moſt of the inhabitants had been 
driven, for we obſerved, from the 
veſtiges, that their houſes and cottages. 
had been deſtroyed, and that every 


part around ſeemed delapidated, and 
in ruins. 


„ As ſtood in the court of a half 
. demoliſhed caravanſary, upon the edge 

of a broken fountain, over which re- 
clined a withered palm; making obſer- 
vations to my companions. upon the. 
{ſcene 


OF CAUCASUS. 113 


ſcene around us, we were accoſted by 
a venerable old man, whoſe head was 
encloſed in a large turban; he wore a 
beard, which ſhading his cheeks, and 
falling below his girdle, left little of 
his countenance to be diſcerned but 
his noſe and eyes; the latter beamed 
with fire and animation, uncommon at 
his apparent time of life. Obſerving 
that we were pointing to the ruins of 
a bath, he ſaid, The ſcene of deſo- 


lation before you, is but a faint, indeed 
a very faint picture of the devaſtation 


and declenſion that has pervaded the 
Perſian empire. This village, incon- 
ſiderable as it may now ſeem, hath 
been honoured and diſtinguiſhed, in 
former times, by the reſidence of Em- 
perors. If you caſt your eyes this 
- way, and look to where that majeſtic 
clump of palms forms a principal ob- 
ject on the fore-ground of the ſcene, 
you behold the remains of the magni- 

ficent 
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ficent palace of Sha Sefi. In this point 
of view, what a ſublime landſcape doth 


it preſent to the ſight. The light 


breaking through ſome of the immenſe 


_ arches and windows, while others diſ- 


cover the elevated and various colour- 
ed trees in the wood behind, which 
maſſing together, ſerve as a ſoft and 
beautiful back-ground, that contri- 
butes to render the white marble domes 
and columns more conſpicuous, How 
does the contemplation of objects like 
theſe, repel the paſſions, and ſooth 
the ſpirit into that ſtate of calmneſs and 
repoſe, ſo favourable both to health 
and virtue? The very air around, 
ſcarcely waving the foliage, or driving 
the fleecy clouds acroſs the azure tint- 
ed zenith, ſeems to breathe nothing 
but harmony and peace. In this diſ- 
poſition of mind, how irkſome is the 
recollection, that the palace before us 
once cantained one of the ſcourges of 

| the 
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the human race, a tyrant and a mur- 
derer: one who confined not his cruel- 
ty to his own family, or tothe capital ; 
but extended his crimes over his whole 
dominions, and diſgraced the Perſian 
name in every quarter of the globe. 
At laſt he fell a ſacrifice to his own 
enormities ; and although his life was 
a ſcandal, perhaps his death was a leſ- 
ſon to mankind, as it ſerved to ſhew, 
that the Divine bolt, ſuſpended for a 
time, was only reſerved to fall with 
double force, and make the greateſt 
monſter of his own, _ moſt ſtriking 
example to future ages.” 


While the old man continued this 
diſcourſe, we had walked ſome way. 
He ſtopt, at a door, where he made a 
fignal, and it was inſtantly opened by a 
black ſlave; he then invited us to fol- 
low him in. Perhaps,” faid he, 
e you will honour my houſe fo far, 

as 


————— - 
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as to make it your caravanſary, at leaſt 
for this night, or as much longer as 
may be agreeable to you: I am the 
more induced to urge my requeſt, as 
you will find but little accommodation 
in the village. We entered a ſpa- 
cious and elegant garden, which thro' 
walks, bounded by hedges and eſpa- 
hers 1n ſome parts, in others ſhaded by 
lofty trees, led to a houſe, the neatneſs 
of whoſe ſtructure, and the order that 
ſeemed to reign in every part, formed 
a contraſt to the delapidated manſions 
of the. place we had left, that could 
not eſcape obſervation. 


*« Our hoſt led us into a large hall, 
and after ordering water, left us while 
we performed our ablutions. An in- 
terior chamber was prepared for our 
reception, where an elegant collation 
was ſet out, and we' were, with the ut- 
moſt hoſpitality, invited to take our 
| ſeats 
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ſeats at the table. During our meal, 
we were charmed by the accents of a 
female voice, whoſe. dulcet melody 
accompanied by an inſtrument, re- 
ſounded from the next apartment, ſepa- 

rated only by a double chintz parti- 
tion. Moſt enchantingly did the invi- 
ſible muſician execute a ſong, the pur- 
port of which was, How very inferior 
the attractions of power, and even roy- 
alty, were to love; and how trifling 
the pleaſure that could be found in 
courts and palaces, compared to that 
which two faithful hearts feel in ſeclu- 


ſion from the world, and living only 
for each other. 


« When the ſong ceaſed, I could 
hear whiſpers, which made me imagine 
that we were obſerved; I therefore 
forbore ſaying more to our ancient 
hoſt, than that I was happy to find he 
had, under his roof, a fair philoſopher. 
| | He 
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He was filent at the hint I gave him, 
for ſome minutes, and as our meal was 


done, with a view, as I thought, to 


turn the diſcourſe, he inquired to what 
part of Perſia we were travelling ? and 
what motive could induce us to purſue 
a track fo remote from the common 
road ? This introduced-my hiſtory, in 
which, when I mentioned having been 
in the houſhold of Kouli Negif, who 


you know is the father of Haly, he 


gave a ſtart, and then ſeemed loſt in 
thought; but when, in purſuing my 
tale, I adverted to the deſertion of 
the latter, and the flight of Semira, the 
daughter of the Sophi, a ſhriek iſſued 
from the interior chamber, and ſome- 
thing ſeemed to fall to the ground. 
The old man roſe in the moſt frantic 
trepidation, and tearing down part of the 
chintz partition; by his exertions his 
turban and beard- fell off; and when 
we followed to fee what could have 
cauſed 
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cauſed ſuch emotions in him, we dif- 
covered, upon a ſofa, one of the love- 
lieſt female forms 1 had ever beheld, 
ſupported by Haly.”—< Haly,” faid 
Selim, with ſurpriſe, © The indivi- 
dual Haly,” anſwered the Derviſe, 
c whom in his infancy I have fo often 
carried in theſe arms. 


« Though women ſlaves, and other 
'domeſtics, were aſſembled around, the 
attention of Haly was ſo entirely ab- 
ſorb'd in the indiſpoſition of the lady, 
that it was not till ſhe was perfectly 
recovered, that he took the leaſt notice 
of any other object. When he had led 
her to her chamber, he returned to us, 
and ſaid, © Fazel, the years that have 
paſſed, and the holy dreſs you have 
aſſumed, had entirely wiped every trace 
of the recollection of your perſon from 
my mind. To an accident you owe 
this encounter with a man, who, loath 


to 
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to leave Perſia, has, for many months, 
in the diſguiſe you have ſeen, reſided 
in this village. That reſidence muſt 
now be abandoned ; for though I know 
your prudence, and truſt the regard 
you formerly profeſſed for me, will 
hinder you from making an ill uſe of 
this diſcovery ; nor have I leſs reli- 
ance upon your influence with your 
companions; yet, ſo much at preſent 
depends upon my. concealment, that 
we muſt meet no more. Commend 
me to the generous Selim, and inform 
him, that I hope it will one day be the 
lot of Haly, to clear his fame, and re- 
eſtabliſh his fortune. Command this 
houſe, during the time you chuſe to 
ſtay, but for the maſter of it, he is now 
forced, by circumſtances, to bid you a 
long, -perhaps- a laſt adieu. At theſe 
words he left the room, followed by all 
the ſlaves, except the black, whom we 
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had at firſt ſeen, who anxended to ſhew 
us to our chambers. 


« As we were fatigned with the 
journey of the preceding day, the ſun 
had riſen ſome hours before we awoke. 
When we entered the hall, we found a 
table ſpread with fruit, and the black 
attending. We inquired for his maſ- 
ter, but were informed that he had 

de parted at the firſt dawn of the morn- 
ing. With reſpect to what little he 
knew of his affairs, he had been order- 
ed to obſerve a profound ſecrecy. 
We ſoon after reſumed our journey, 


and in twenty days arrived at Iſpahan.“ 


Then you have not heard any 
more of Haly ?” ſaid Selim.” —< His 
name was ſcarce mentioned at the ca- 
pital, . except by his father,” replied 
the Derviſe. The ſeduction and 
_ elopement of the Princeſs, has been, 
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and is, entirely imputed to you. His 
father, indeed, ſighed, when he re- 
counted that event; and though he 
faid little, I have reaſon to think that 
he ſuſpe ted his fon to be more con- 
cerned in it than he choſe to acknow- 
ledge. When I had paid my reſpects 
to the ſuperior of the Grand Convent 
of Derviſes, to whom I related your 
ſtory, and endeavoured, but without 
effect, to engage in your intereſt, 
I waited on Mirza Haddi, your fa- 
ther. The grief he had ſuffered for 
your abſence; the mortification he 
had endured, from -your manner of 
quitting the army, and eſcaping from 
the cuſtody of the Grand Vizier, had 
made a ſtrong impreſſion upon his 
mind, and which had lately ſunk the 
deeper, from his having been forbid 
the court, and ordered to reſide at his 
caſtle of Gelligan, where I found him, 
upon a report, that you was ftill lurk- 
ing 


ö 
z 
7 
8 
L 
3 
& 
0 
Y 
N 
w 


F 
| 
by 
: 
: 


br N 3 


OF "CAUCASUS. 123 


ing in the Perſian dominions. When 
the ſorrow of Mirza would permit him 
to reaſon upon this matter, we endea- 
voured to trace the report to its ſource, 
and found it aroſe from Omar and. 
Aſgar, who had both been at court 
during your abſence,” 


The mention of the names of the 
enemies of Amurath, naturally led him 
to inquire what intelligence he had 
collected reſpecting his affairs? to 
which the Dervife replied, © Very 
little, though he had made an acquaint- 
ance with the Deroga, in order to ob- 
tain information: all he could learn 
was, that the Omrahs had brought 
great and heavy charges againſt a 
merchant named Amurath, and that 
proclamations had been iſſued for ap- 
prehending him ; that the place of his 
reſidence was diſcovered, and in a few 
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days it was expected ſtronger meaſures 
would be taken.” 7 


This news threw Galatie, Anime, 
and their father, into the greateſt con- 
ſternation. 


The Derviſe attempted to ſooth 
their grief, and Selim, Ruſtan, and 
their few friends, promiſed to withdraw 
to a place of greater ſafety. © Not,” 
ſaid Selim, that we have any great 
cauſe to doubt the ſecurity of this tem- 
ple; for as they ſuſpect our abode to 
be in ſome of the caverns at the foot 
of Caucaſus, we have little reaſon to 
ſuppoſe they will ſearch for us nearer the 
capital, They will rather imagine, 
upon finding our abandoned camp, 
that we have retreated entirely out of 
the Perſian dominions.“ | 


Amurath 
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Amurath and the ladies, being a 
little revived by theſe aſſurances, the 


Derviſe continued addreſſing himſelf 
to Selim. 


Tour father had, in the palace of 
the Sophi, an intimate friend, the 
Mehter: to him he had frequently 
diſcloſed the ſorrow your abſence gave 
him. To him he had often repre- 
ſented his opinion of the part Haly had 
taken in the elopement of the princeſs, 
and urged him to ſuggeſt it when op- 
portunity offered, to the Monarch: 
but as it was an affair of much delicacy, 
though he frequently ſpoke to him, he 
was fearful, if he mentioned it, of rouſ- 
ing his reſentment againſt himſelf. 
'The matter, therefore, had lain dor- 
mant for ſome time : indeed, until the 
appearance of Omar and Aſgar at 
court: and their complaints againſt you 
awakened the Monarch's fury; ſo that 


24 when 
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when he was, one evening, expreſſing 
himſelf in ſtrong terms upon your de- 
fertion : in that evil hour, the Mehter, 
forgetting his former prudent conduct, 
with ſome aſperity againſt the chiefs, 
undertook your defence, in which he 
ſet your conduct in a favourable point 
of view, and attributed to Haly the 
ſeduction of the Princeſs. The Sophi 
aſtoniſhed at the temerity of his ſlave, 
ordered him into immediate cuſtody, 
and as he has not ſince been heard of, 
it is ſuppoſed, by thoſe that think moſt 
favourably of his fate, that he is I 
confined,” 


Selim, ſtruck by this recital, la- 
mented, in the deſtiny of. the Mehter, 
the misfartunes attendant upon a gene- 
roſity congenial to his own. | 


« Your father,“ continued the Der- 
viſe, „upon this event, alarmed for 
| the 
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the conſequences of the Monarch's 
fury, which threaten your ſafety, and 
life, in which his will alſo be involved, 
deſires you will, for the preſent, quit 
the Perſian dominions, for which pur- 
poſe he has ſent you this packer, con- 
taining his turther inſtructions, and a 
large ſum in jewels and money. In the 
mean time he will endeavour to diſ- 
cover, and unfold the conduct of Haly ; 
and ſhould any - fortunate turn of 
affairs reſtore you to your friends, he 
has no doubt, but that the love of the 
ſoldiers, and your general good con- 
duct, will reinſtate you in that ſituation, 
from which a ſeries of ſiniſter events 
have driven you.“ 


The Derviſe having concluded the 
account of his journey, though it had 
bees very little to the ſatisfaction of 
either Amurath or Selim, he received 
their thanks for his exertions in their 

„ favour, 
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favour, The hearts of Galatie and 
Anime palpitated, when the latter re- 
tired with Ruſtan, to examine the con- 
tents of the packet which he had re- 
eeived from his father. 


Young, artleſs, amiable, and poſſeſſ- 
ed of the greateſt ſenſibility, the good 
opinion which, upon their firſt ac- 
quaintance, they had formed. of the 
two chiefs, joined to gratitude for the 
ſervices which they had rendered them, 
and the opportunities their intimacy 
gave to plead the cauſe of love, had 
inſpired the daughters of Amurath 
with a paſſion, ardent as their own. 
It was therefore, with great emotion, 
they heard the diſagreeable news from 
the capital, and with ſtill greater, that 
they ſaw the - brows of their lovers 
clouded with forrow. Galatie, wt.oſe 
ſerious turn of mind, and exquiſite feel- 
0 00 frequently induced her to 

place 
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place common occurrences in a melan- 

choly point of view, had often repined 
at the deſultory life they had lately en- 
dured : ſhe ſaw, every hour, reaſon to 
regret the ſtorm thatforced: them back. 
upon their native coaſt :. yet could ſhe 
regret that circumſtance, as to it ſhe 

was indebted for the knowledge of 
Selim? 


If he would leave the vain. purſuit 
of riches and honours: if he would. 
leave his country to repent its ingrati- 
tude to the hero who had protected it: 
his fame. to the elucidation of time ;. 
ſeek. a remote cottage, and deſcend. 
into a humbler ſphere of life, it would. 
compleat her happineſs. 


% Look,” faid ſhe to Anime, * at: 
the wotthy people, whoſe lowly dwel- 
lings are ſheltered by the magnificent: 
roof of this temple : look on the vene- 
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rable Zamaſpes and his family, how 
{moothly flows the current of their 
days, undiſturbed by the gales of 
hope and fear, which continue td 
blow from contrary points, but which, 
in vain aſſail them, unruffled by the 
ſtorms of ambition or the contention 
of paſſions, which form the elements 
of life. In ſuch a retirement, with the 
conſtancy of Selim, and the ſafety of 
Amurath inſured, the happineſs of 
Galatie would be compleat.“ 


Although the diſpoſition of Anime 
was more fanguine, and ſhe was ready 
to catch at every gleam of bliſs, tho” 
ever ſo tranſient, and enjoyed that 
ſun-ſhine of the ſou}, which played in- 
ſmiles and dimples upon her lovely 
features; yet, in the preſent hour, the 
affection ſhe bore to Galatie; her con- 
cern for the fate of Selim, in which that 
of Ruſtan ſeemed to be, in ſome degree 

2. involved; 
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involved; and more than all, the ſtrong 
impreſſion of grief which marked the 
deportment of Amurath, awakened 
the whole of her ſenſibility. She, al- 
though equally alarmed at their ſitua- 
tion, endeavoured to calm the fears of 
her ſiſter; and as ſhe proceeded, the 
ſtrength and vigour of her mind roſe 
ſaperior to the calamity of the time; 
and Amurath having joined them, ſhe 
ſo well. employed the. reaſoning and 
ſoothing faculties which ſhe poſſeſſed, 
that at the return of Selim, Ruſtan, and 
the Derviſe, both her father and ſiſter 
ſeemed more compoſed. 

Perhaps, that it continued, was to 
be attributed to the tranquillity that 


ſeemed to reign in the countenances of 
the chiefs. 


Selim and Ruſtan placed themſelves 
by the fide. of the ladies, and took a 
G 6 hand 
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hand of each: when the former look- 
ing at Galatie with the utmoſt tender 
neſs, led her to her father, and ſaid, 
While Selim. conſidered himſelf. as 
having any hopes of exalting the ob- 
ject. of his adoration, to a rank which 
ſhe is ſo well qualified to adorn, he 
forbore directly to mention his paſſion. 
to Amurath.; thinking that title and 
fortune would render him, in a greater 


degree, worthy. ef his daughter, that 


illuſion is now. over.“ This paren- 
tal. mandate. commands me to baniſh 
myſelf from Perſia, Accuſtomed to 
obey, [ mean, in a ſhort.time, to leave 
my native country for ever; but, can 
the. banifhed. Selim, the man who is 
ſuffering under a load af obloquy, aſk 
of Amurath, his lovely. daughter? 
Les! wich che means of competence, 
though not of affluence, I feel, fo. 
much is my happineſs connected with 
the idea of calling Galatie mine, that 
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if ſhe has no objection to the ſharing 
my humble fortunes, I have the teme- 
xity to make that demand.“ 


« And J,“ ſaid Ruſtan,, © adoring: 
the lovely Anime, with as fervent, as 
lively a paſſion, though unable in ſuch 
elegant terms to expreſs it, aſk the 
ſame gift from the hand of her father. 
Let us join our fortunes, our intereſts, 
our happineſs, and leaving theſe inhoſ- 
pitable regions, where merit and vir- 
tue ſtand as marks for the ſhafts of 
malice, fly to ſome diſtant clime, to one. 
on which the ſun of liberty ſheds its 
influence, and enjoy the little that re- 
mains, undiſturbed either by our own. 
purſuit of.the phantoms of ambition, or. 
the murmurs of ſlander, with which 
others may follow us.” 


1 Gladly,” ſaid Amurath, * ſhall 
I leave Perſia, and ſtill more gladly re- 
gn. 
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ſign my daughters to protectors, who 
Teem ſo worthy of them. My ſons,” 
he continued, taking their hands, 
cc liſten to what I have now to offer, 


it being of the greateſt importance.” 


At this inſtant Zamaſpes entered, 
in the utmoſt trepidation, and inform- 
ed them, that the Temple was ſur- 
rounded by the Perſian army. 


It is not in the power of pen to 
deſcribe the feelings of the company, 


| particularly thoſe of the lovers, fallen, 


as they were, from the height of bliſs, 
to: the loweſt abyſs of diſpair. 


They were immediately ſeparated: 
Galatie and Anime, with a female ſlave 
that attended them, were conducted to 
their apartments for the night. Amu- 
rath, Selim, Ruſtan, and the reſt, were 
put under a ſtrong guard; and the 

| next 
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next morning, preparations having; 
been previouſly made, and a cloſe car - 
riage provided for the ladies, amidſt 
the cries and tears of Zamaſpes, Nort- 
val, and the cottagers, they began their: 
march for Ifpahan. 


The Derviſe had been taken into 
euſtody as he was endeavouring to 
eſcape, and It was a matter of ſur- 
priſe to the officers, in the morning; 
when they muſtered their priſoners,. 
that he was no where to be found. 
The avenues and receſſes of the tem- 
ple, and even the cottages, were ex- 
plored in vain. Zamaſpes and the 
reſt were threatened with torture, if 
they concealed him. The old man 
cleared himſelf, by ſhewing the impoſ- 
ſibility that he could have any know- 
ledge of his eſcape, which he more 
juſtly. attributed to the influence which 
the ſanctity of his character might 

have 
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have upon the ſoldiers. Though the: 

chief had his doubts reſpecting this 

matter, as he had no particular orders 

with regard to the Derviſe, he ſeem- 

ingly acquieſced with what Zamaſpes 

faid, reſolving to keep a ſtricter — 
upon his other priſoners. 


The march of the army was ſlow, 
they. frequently halted at large towns 
and cities which lay in their way: 
when that was the caſe,. the ladies and 
their. attendants were lodged in ſome 
of the houſes; as were alſo the male 
priſoners, where they could be pro- 


perly guarded... 


In croſſing the plains and deſerts, 
every night they encamped, and the 
daughters of Amurath, though treated 
with the greateſt reſpect, could find 
no opportunity to have the leaſt com- 
munication either with cheir lovers, or 

- | their 
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their father. In the anxiety of the 
preſent moment, and dread of the 
future, the ſpirns of the lovely Gala- 
tie ſunk; nor could the ſoothing or 
reaſoning of Anime, who endeavoured 
to collect all her fortitude to ſupport 
her ſiſter, avail; ſor as every turn of the 
wheel ſeemed to bring them nearer 
to their fate, ſne at laſt gave way to 
infective melancholy, and in ſilence and 
tears they Journeyed on. 


CHAP, vII. — 


Tux ſpring, the nearer they ap- 
proached to the capital, had made the 
greater progreſs. Every day they 
ſeemed to leave winter behind them, 
; and 
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and diſcover the vegetable, animal, 
and inſect creation, with a renewed 
exiſtence blooming in the gardens, 
gamboling in the fields, or fluttering 
in the air. The barren mountains, 


and fandy plains, over which lay their 


courſe, were agreeably relieved by the 
cultivated vales and luxuriant planta- 
tions.in other parts. Every hour the 
dazzling whiteneſs of the ſnow upon. 
the hills, ſmote by the ſolar beam, di- 
miniſhed, and was ſucceeded by a va- 
riety of tints, green, brown, purple 
and red, according to the nature of 
the ſoil The beautifully irregular 
outline of the country, which melted 
into a ſoft ſilvery ſky upon the horizon, 


and almoſt faded away, except where 


the riſing ſun behind the mountains 
diſcovered - their majeſtic forms, and 
illuminated to brilliancy the clouds 


that floated upon the deep blue of the 


zenith. The melody of the birds 
| hailing 
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hailing the new-born year; the vivid 
and ſmiling appearance of nature, had 
infuſed ſpirits into all around, except 
the priſoners: . they, though travelling 
at a time, and through a country, like- 


ly to engage the attention, and ſooth 


the mind, were far from feeling that 
harmony within, which theſe objects 
ſeemed calculated to inſpire. Kept at 
a diſtance from each other, and not 
ſuffered to have the leaſt communica- 


tion, Amurath, Selim, and Ruſtan, 


could only reflect upon their fate in 
ſorrow and ſilence. But although they 
had reaſon to dread the reception that 
might be prepared for them at Iſpahan, 
a more immediate cauſe of grief rank- 


led in the breaſts both of the father and 


the lovers. They were totally igno- 
rant of the manner in which Galatie 
and Anime were to be diſpoſed of. 
Whatever accuſations might be brought 
againſt themſelves, of the innocence of 
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the daughters of Amurath, there could 
be no doubt; and if Omar and Aſgar 
wiſhed to gratify therr appetite or re- 
venge, it ſeemed to them a very abſurd 
method they had taken; as being put, 
by their captivity; under the protection 
of the Perſian guards, they knew, ſuch 
was the ſtrictneſs of the law with re- 
ſpect to females, that the lives of the 
officers muſt be anſwerable for their 


honour. They therefore wiſhed to 


know of the Chiefs or ſoldiers, whe- 
ther the ladies continued in their 
_ cuſtody ; but though they often made 
application for that purpoſe, they could 
not receive any ſatisfactory anſwer. 
Like the objects of their care, they 
gave themſelves up to deſpondence; 
travelled on, regardleſs of the ſcenes 
around them, and when in ſight of 
Iſpahan, conſidered it as a place where 
they ſhould know the worſt; where 
ſuſpenſe would ceaſe, and, in that re- 


ſpect, 
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ſpect, when they entered their ſeparate 
priſons, found them, in ſome degree, 
diveſted of their terrors. 


Galatie and her ſiſter were placed 
in the houſe of one of the officers of 
the court, where. every attention was 
paid them that they could have expect- 
ed. Leaving them, therefore, waiting 
with ſome ſmall degree of compoſure, 
the event of the proſecution, which 
they underſtood had commenced a- 
gainſt their father, let us return to the 


chiefs, Omar and Aſgar, as it may be 


neceſſary ſlightly to conſider their 


proceedings. 


When the Merchant, Auth. up- 
on the diſappearance of his wife, and 


the decline of his buſineis, fled from 
Ormus, the Chiefs, who divided the 


government of the province, and who, 


, from accidentally ſeeing Galatie and 
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Anime in the garden of their villa, 
were inflamed with a moſt violent 
paſſion, which was increaſed by the 
ſtep their father had taken, inſomuch 
that they reſolved to follow them. Ir 
has been already faid, that Amurath 
having lived much among the Euro- 
peans, had adopted many of their cuſ- 
toms, and in particular, had laid aſide. 
a great part of the jealouſy with which 
the Perſians immure their females, in 
his conduct with reſpe& to his wife 
and daughters. He had frequently 
ſuffered the latter, under the guidance 
of their mother, to receive, and return 
the viſits of the Engliſh and Dutch 
families, in the vicinity. The Om- 
rahs, obſerving the freedom they were 
allowed, ſo unuſual, and the objects 
ſo lovely, reſolved to avail themſelves 
of the opportunities that were given, 
for an introduction; but the reception 
they met with from the father, to 

655% whom 
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whom their characters were well 
known, and the diſguſt with which the 
young ladies liſtened to their addreſſes, 
the tendency 'of which they rightly 
Judged, was only to induce them to 
increaſe the number of ſlaves, with 
which their Harams were annually 
furniſhed, made them reſolve to ſeize, 
by force, what they ſaw no likelihood 
of obtaining by entreaty. As they had 
the command of the province, there 1s 
kttle doubt, notwithſtanding their firſt 


failure, but that this deſign would have 


been ſucceſsfully executed, had not 
Amurath withdrawn in the manner 
that has been related. 


When the Chiefs found that their 
deſtined prey had eſcaped, their rage 
was unbounded: accuſtomed to the 


utmoſt latitude of obedience, from 


their dependants, in the gratification 


of their appetites, they could ill brook 
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the diſappointment of a moment; 


they therefore reſolved to follow the 
fugitives. For this purpoſe, a vellel 


was unmediately prepared, and they 
purſued them to the mouth of the 
river, where the bark which con- 


tained Amurath, and his daughters, 
was unfortunately ſhipwreck'd. 


They were again condemned to ſuf- 


fer difappointment on the plains, nezr 


the foot of Caucaſus, by means of the 


reſcue ſo opportunely conducted by 
Ruſtan, and had not only the diſgrace 


of being obliged to recede with the 


prize in view, but the wound of Omar 
to lament. Unfortunate as they deem- 


ed thoſe events, they only ſerved to 
inflame their paſſions to a higher pitch. 
They landed at the firſt Perſian port, 


and having learned part of the hiſtory 


of Selim, Omar, as ſoon as his health 
would permit him to travel, ſet out 


for 
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for Iſpahan, to inform the Vizier of his 
ſituation ; while Aſgar increaſing his 
force with a band of Perſian and Tarta- 
rian free - booters, took his rout to that 
part of the country, here the camp of 
Baſſa was ſituated. In his way he fell 
in with che troop of the Arabian cap- 
tain, whom he had formerly known, 


and, finding him a proper perſon, in- 


truſted him with the enterprize, in 
which, after he had captured. the. En- 


gliſh lady, he was taken Priſoner, and 
conducted to the camp. 


Though Aſgar lamented this at firſt 
as a misfottune, the Arabian gave it 
another appearance, and by means of 
the Afghlan, communicated a ſcheme of 
repriſal, which was afterwards executed 
in part, and ended in the capture of 
Anime, though it was to have been 
extended to that of all the ladies. 
The failure of the expedition; the re- 

vor. 11, H covery 
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| covery of Anime; the death of the 

Arabian, and the wound of Aſgar, 

| . were communicated to Omar, and, 
through his medium, to the Vizier. 
Spies were ſet to watch the motions of 
Amurath, Selim, and their party, and 

a plan laid, which, ſoon after the Der- 
viſe had unſucceſsfully endeavoured to 
intereſt ſome of the Perſian nobility in 
their favour, was carried into effect, 
and was the means of their being ſur- 
priſed and conducted to priſon, in the 
manner that has been related. 


CRAP, III. 


DuRING the courſe of the tran- 
functions which have been the ſubjects 
of ſeveral preceding chapters, Iſmae], 
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the Hermit, continued in his ſolitary 
abode upon the mountain. The win- 
ter, with deſpotic ſway, extended its 
dominion around. The ſnow had de- 
ſcended upon its elevated brow, and the 
clouds hung upon its natural turrets and 
bãttlements. Sometimes in the middle 
of the day, a faint gleam of the ſun, for 
a ſhort period, broke through the thick 
and humid atmoſphere, and gave a 
tranſient glow to the grey tinted ſky ; 
but ſoon it faded away, and a dark cur- 
tain ſeemed to envelope the barren 
rocks, the leafleſs trees, and all the va- 


riety of tremendous objects which ſur- 


rounded him. . 


In this hour of leiſure, he recollected 
the many pleaſant days which he had 
ſpent_ with Amurath and his family : 
and when he reflected upon the dreari- 


neſs of his ſituation : the total ſecluſion 


from mankind in which he now lived; 
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the taſte of happineſs he had en- 

joyed in the company of his relatives, 
ſtrongly recurred to his mind, and he 
ſighed for 1 57 . 


Let us view the inſide of his ca- 
vern: behold him reclined upon a 
couch, formed by nature, and covered 
with ruſhes. Near, on a large ſtone, 
ſtood a lamp, whoſe feeble rays Juſt 
ſerved to ſhew the rocky wall, in ſome 
places ſhining with cryſtaline excreſ- 
cences; in others hung with dried 
moſs. A book lay on one fide of 
him, and on the other, a few embers, 
rak' d into an aperture, glow'd with a 
ſmoulder'd flame, whoſe ſmoaky vo- 
lumes only half eſcap'd through a 
chaſm, the reſt nearly clouded the 
cheſts, mats, and effects which furniſh- 
ed the interior part; where a ſmall 
null of water, flowly dropping from the 
roof, with a VINE and melancholy 

ſound, 
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ſound, increaſed the en of the 
hour. 


* 


« Here,” ſaid Iſmael, ſhaking an 
hour glaſs, '«* will ſoon end the days of 
the. moſt inconſiderate, and inconſider- 
able of all human beings. Here I 
ſhall ſoon reſign my breath, alone and 
unattended, and finiſh my courſe by a 
death, as little noticed by the world, as 
my life has. been, .While reaſon yet 


holds its ſeat: while memory has yet 


the power to retrace the objects and 
circumſtances that have paſſed before 
it, let me endeavour to recollect, in 
what manner I have anſwered the end 
for which I was created. Was man 
formed with thinking, with reaſoning 
faculties, to begin his race of life, with 
the purſuit of frivolous or criminal 
pleaſures ? to end the day of folly with 
the night of profligacy and diſſipation? 


certainly not. When more advanced 


H 3 in 
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in years ; when the ebullition of youth 
ul paſſion had, in ſome degree, ceaſed: 
was he created to graſp at riches, ho- 
nours, power; to diſperſe the reality 
of independance in purſuit of the phan- 
toms of promiſes and patronage ? cer- 
tainly man was not created for theſe 
purpoſes. Yet however fooliſh or 
criminal my former purſuits: was it 
not cowardly totally to abandon my 
poſt ? with the experience I had gain- 
ed, ought I not rather to have con- 
tinued in ſociety, either as a warning, 
or an example to others? When a 
man, diſguſted with the world, retires, 
is not pride, in a conſiderable degree, 
the motive? The luminary of his own 
hemiſphere, he thinks, that when he 
_ withdraws his rays, the human race left 
in ſhade, will bewail, and perhaps en- 
deavour torecal him. Alas! does not 
every days experience convince us, 


chat the Place of even the greateſt 
8 : genius, | 
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genius, is ſpeedily ſupplied; the im- 
preſſion. made upon the minds f men, 
by the hero, ſtateſman, or philoſopher, 
paſſes away, like that of a ſtone drop'd 
into a river: his fame is diſpers'd for a 
ſhort time, till the circles become 
fainter and fainter ;' at laſt- the waters 
of oblivion cloſe over his head, and he 
is heard of no more. Such, ſuch —” 


As he was continuing his ſoliliquy, 
the. wind aroſe; a hollow noiſe re- 
ſounded through the caverns: the 
mountain ſeemed ſhaken to its founda- 
tion: Iſmael ſtarted, and the genius of 
Caucaſus appeared. 


cc When will man,” faid he, in a 


voice which ſtruck the Hermit with 
awe, © be ſatisfied with his ſituation ? 
When will mortals ceaſe repining at 
their lot? and while they condemn the 


r. hour, imagine happineſs reſides 
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in places far remote from thoſe where 
Providenec has diſpoſed of them. He 
that is immers'd in buſineſs, ſighs for 
ſolitude, and you are a proof, that i it 18 
in the-power of caſualty, of chance, to 
overturn the axioms which a long ſe- 
eluſion from mankind ought to have 
rooted in your mind; to eraſe a reſo- 
lution which has been perſiſted in for 
ſo long a period, and create, in the 
decline of your life, a wiſh to re- enter 
that world, from which you have ſo 
long ſuffered a voluntary baniſhment. 
The concern you feel for the fate of 
Amurath and his children: the plea- 
ſure you found in their ſociety; you 
flatter yourſelf is your motive. Be it 
ſo. If the Omnipotent hath planted 
ſuch affections in your boſom : if he 
has rendered you diſguſted with your 
ſituation, it is perhaps for purpoſes, 
which it would be preſumptuous in us 
to endeavour to a go, there- 
| fore 2 
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fore: ſeek your relatives: abandon. 
theſe rocks and deſerts, and. mingle 
again with mankind. Though my pro- 
tection extends no further than to the 
baſis of this mountain, you will not be 
forſaken; the guardian angels of the 
juſt will hover around, and guide your 
footſteps, while they tread the paths 
of virtue, and are directed to innocent 
and laudable purſuits. 


The Genius diſappeared: total dar- 
neſs ſucceeded, and Ifmael, almoſt pe- 
trified with fear, . paſſed the long and, 
filent hours of the night; in contem-, 
plation-upon what he had heard, and, 


in debates: with himſelf, whether he. 


ſhould endeavour to ſeek his kinſman, 
and ſpend the remainder of his days 


in the boſom of his family, or paſs; 


them in the ſolitude he had choſen. 
Though far advanced in years, ſuch 
had, for a long ſeries, been his tempe- 
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T4 THE HERMIFT'' | 
rate and abſtemious liſe, that they had 
not made any great inroad upon his. 
conflitution : he had ſtill ſtrength, as: 
he thought, equal to the taſk of de- 

ſdending through the caverns: when 
in the level country, he was. fure of 
aſſiſtance. The hope of meeting 
with that ſupport, which the monitor 
within informed him his age would one 
day want, confirmed him in- the reſo- 
lution he had adopted, and as foon as. 
the morning dawned; he walked forth. 
The region around appeared doubly: 
dreary; from the hurricane of the night; 
every object ſeemed to ſtrengthen. his: 
determination; when looking with a: 
wiſhful eye at the plains beneath him, 
he, in a more compoſed ſtate of mind, 
retired to his cavern, in order to pre- 
| pare. for his journey. 


BART. 
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PART THE FIFTH 


CHAP. IX. 


As many arrows, looſed "er 

Come to one mark; as many ways meet in onetownz 
As many freſh ſtreams join in one ſalt ſea; 

As many lines cloſe in the dials centre 5 

So may a hundrsd actions once a foot. 

End in one purpoſe. ; 


Wirth bis taff in his hand, and 
a wallet upon his back, containing a 
few neceſſaries, the ſage Iſmael began 
his journey through the caverns. With: 
conſiderable fatigue he — ſo 
H 6. that. 
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1 THE HERMIP 


that when he arrived on the road leading 
to Tauris, he was nearly ſpent with the 
toil he had undergone. The view of 
a few houſes, impreſſed upon his mind 
the moſt agreeable ſenſations. Here,“ 
he cried, with alacrity, * I ſhall find 
inſtant relief: here the inhabitants will 
vie with each other, in their offers of 
ſervice, As I am newly come into the 
world, I will try the hoſpitality of the 
humbleſt.” He accordingly knocked 
at the door of a cottage, ſituated in the 
midſt of a ſmall garden, and ſheltered 
by trees; the little enclofure around, 
ſeemed to convey to the mind an idea 

of competence and comfort. 


The door was opened by a ſturdy 
peaſant, with a ſpade in his hand, who, 
looking: ſternly at the traveller, de- 
manded:his buſineſs. © I want,” faid 
— — 
| om ta your door, in preference to 


'3 
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that of many others, thinking, from the 
plenty and quiet that ſeems to reign 


about you, that here I ſhall be the moſt | 


likely to obtain them.” — “ As, by 
your appearance, you don't ſeem to be 
in a ſituation to pay for what are 
eſteemed the greateſt bleſſings of life, 
returned the peafant, I would rather 
you had called at any other houſe. 
There are ſeveral opulent families in 
the village, to whom your viſit will 
undoubtedly be welcome; here, not 


having any ſuperfluity, whatever is 


given towards the ſupport of your age, 
muſt be taken from infants, who have 
a much better claim to it. In the two 
largeſt houſes, live the Moullah and 
the Cadi; by either of thoſe you will 
unqueſtionably: be received with plea- 
ſure,” Saying this, he ſhut-the- door 
with ſome violence, leaving; Iſmacl 
ſtruck. with mute aſtoniſhment, to find 
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358 THE HERMTP 
that inhoſpitality reſided in any part of 
the world, and eſpecially in Perſia. 


Certain of a kind reception, he 
knocked boldly at the door of the 
Mahometan Doctor. With great 
ceremony he was introduced through a 
garden chamber, into a large library, 
where he was ſitting. The Hermit 
explained the cauſe of his viſit. The 
Moullah aſked him queſtions reſpect- 
ing his religion; and turning to the 
Alcoran, deſired his opinion of a par- 
ticular paſſage, which not coinciding 
with that of the doctor, he demanded 
of him, whether he belonged to the 
ſect of the Chiais, or the Sounis ? 
« To neither,” replied Iſmael ; the 
Being whom I reverence, is no dif- 
ringuiſher of ſets: the adoration . 
which is paid to him muſt fpring from 
the heart, as I firmly believe he will 
Place little value upon that learning, 
Which 


which is unaccompanied by piety : but 
this is no time for a difcuſſion of theſe 
matters; you ſee before you a diſtreſſed 
and aged traveller, and ſuch, the book 
which you have in your hand, will 
tell you, are always entitled to relief. 
I rather ſee one, who reveres the 
memory of Hoſen and Heuſſin, ſaid 
the Monlkh, and him, my con- 
ſcience tells me, ſhould be extirpated 
from the face of the earth; therefore, 
thou vile Chaais, depart, and no longer 


contaminate the "Purity of my dwel- 
lin 1 ä 


When Iſimael leſt the houſe, he ſigh- 
ed, to think that men of narrow minds, 


ſtill continued to make a difference of 


opinion on ſpeculative and immaterial 


points; a pretence to harden their 
hearts againſt that benevolence which. 


he hoped. had, during his ſecluſion,, 
diffus'd itſelf over the whole country. 
To 
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160 THE, HERMIT, 


To the,Cadi, he next applied; tha 
officer was particular in his inquiries, 
reſpecting his former habits of life. 

He even queſtioned his right to have 
reſided on the mountain, for ſuch a 
length of time; and doubted, whether 
he was not liable to be called upon by 
the collectors of the Sophi, for his 
ſhare of contribution to the public 
revenue, To his requeſt for food and 
lodging, he replied, „ that as he had 
not aſſerted that he belonged to any of 
the Mendicant orders, he; as a pro- 
feſſor of the law, could not relieve 
him, it being diametrically oppoſite to 
the ſtatute. for the eſtabliſhment” of 
public caravanſaries, as well as to the 
command of Sha Abaſs, who ſet apart 
funds for their ſupport, with a view to 
take off from individuals, the neceſſity 
of maintaining caſual wanderers. 
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te In that caſe, ſaid Iſmael, * if a 
traveller happens to arrive, quite ſpent, 
at a village like this, which is not hap- 
py enough to poſſeſs a caravanſary, 
mult he periſn from the inhumanity of 
his fellow creatures?” 


te By no means,” replied the Cadi, 
© there are, in every place, perſons, 
whoſe pride it is to adminiſter to the 
wants of thoſe, whom you call their fel- 


lo- creatures; and perhaps their con- 


duct, though not ſtrictly legal, is not to- 
tally re prehenſible. To ſuch you mult 
apply, as it would ill become a man, 
whoſe employment and duty it is to 
enforce obedience to the laws, to be in 


the ſmalleſt degree guilty of cheir 
violation.“ 


Shock' d at the inhumanity of the 
Cadi, the ſorrowful Iſmael, though 
ſcarce able to ſupport himſelf, wander- 
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ed through the village; at the extre- 
mity of which, into a ſmall houſe which 
ſtood entirely ſequeſtred from the reſt, 
he was invited, by an old woman ; -who 
obſerving that he was drooping with 
fatigue, led him to a couch; gave him 
water to waſh, and then placed re- 
freſhments before him. When he had 
in ſome degree recovered, ſhe ſnewed 
him to a plain, but neat chamber, 
where, after he had reflected upon the 
tranſactions of the day, and ſighed over 
the inhumanity of part of the human 
ſpecies, he ſunk into repoſe. 


For ſeveral days, his benevolent 
hoſteſs, detained the ſage Iſmael. He 
obſerved, by her diale&, that ſhe was 
not a native of Perſia; and in the 
courſe of their converſation, inquired 
from what place ſhe came. She re- 
plied, that ſhe was baniſhed from 
that part 1 the empire of the Great 
Mogul, | 
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Mogul, which joins the dominions of 
the Sophi.” The Hermit expreſſing 
ſome ſurpriſe at her ſaying that ſhe was 
baniſhed, ſhe gave him the outline of 
her ſtory, in the following words. 


My name is Saheb, Mondas Barek ; 
my huſband died within the firſt twelve- 
month after our marriage: as he left 
no child by me, though I had been 
his greateſt favourite, it was generally 
imagined that I ſhould mount the 
funeral pile with joy, and expire in the 
flames which conſumed his body. So 
thoroughly were ſome of his relations 
convinced that ſuch was my intention, 
that, without mentioning the matter to 
me, they made application to the go- 
vernor of the place : but he being a 
Mahometan, and willing to diſcourage 
a practiſe, which he deemed equally 

_ uſeleſs and barbarous, deſired to have 
ſome converſation with me upon the 
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ſubject. It was then, with grief nnd 
_ aſtoniſhment, I firſt learned the offici- 
ouſneſs of the family of Mondas Barek, 
He was pleaſed to find that I as heartily 
condemned the cuſtom as himſelf, and 
that I had formed a reſolution never to 
become a ſacrifice to the manes of my 
huſband. The friends of the deceaſed, 
who thought his memory treated with 
diſreſpect, in my refuſal, were ſo en- 
raged, that: it required all the influence 
of the governor to protect me; and, 
notwithſtanding his countenance, I was 
treated as an alien, an outcaſt from 
ſociety. - A ſhort time after, when he 
was recalled to court, they let looſe 
their whole malignity againſt. me; 
The governor who ſucceeded, was a 
Gentoo, of the ſame caſt as my late 
huſband; therefore, entering warmly 
into the reſentment of his relations, 
few words were neceſſary to ſtimulate 
him to en my baniſhment from 


Indoſtan. | 
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Indus Collecting my je wels, and 
what little fortune I had, 1 ſet out, and 
arriving in Perſia, fixed my habitation 
in this place, where I have remained 
-unmoleſted for near forty years. It has 
ever been my cuſtom to obſerve ſtrict- 
ly the dictates of our religion; among 
which, benevolence and hoſpitality I 
have always conſidered as the princi- 


pal; the traveller, the orphan, and the 


ftiendleſs, are certain of finding an 
aſy lum in the dwelling of Saheb.“ | 


% May the dwelling of Saheb,” 
aid the Hermit, „ ſtill remain the 
manſion of peace ! may the benevolent 
inhabitant, whoſe enlarged mind, and 
feeling heart, do ſo much honour to 
her ſex, and to human nature, long 
continue; by her exertions in favour 
of the diſtreſſed, at once a reproach and 
example to the inhabitants of this vil- 
| Ing: of "whoſe: hearts al- 
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166 run HERMIT 


moſt led me to believe, that the little 
virtue I left in the world, when I re- 
tired to ſolitude, was extinct, Thank 
heaven that it ſtill remains on earth, 


and that pity, compaſſion, and benevo- 


lence, ſtill: keep their throne, where 


they were ought to be found in the 


boſoms of the ſofter ſex,” 


Hie then briefly related the gender 
records of his own life ; and juſt. as he 


began the hiſtory of Amurath, a Der- 
viſe entered; he would have ſtop'd, 
but induced by the entreaties of Saheb, 


who introduced the ſtranger to him, he 
continued the ſtory. The Derviſe 


appeared young, to have aſſumed the 
habit of that order; he aſked many 


- queſtions relative to the ſituation of 
Amurath and his daughters, and ſeem- 
ed deeply intereſted in, and attentive 
to their ſtory. He alſo inquired aſter 
Omar and Aſgar: and underſtanding 


that 


\ 
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that the Hermit was travelling in ſearch 
of the objects of their perſecution, 
offered to accompany him. For this 
purpoſe they took advantage of a cara- 
van which ſoon after arrived at the vil- 
lage ; and taking leave of the benevo- 
lent Saheb, with gratitude and affec- 
tion, they ſet out, towards the temple 
which contained the cottage of Za- 
maſpes, where, they underſtood from 
a camel driver, who had been employ- 
ed in conveying them, that Amurath 


and his company at preſent ſheltered 
themſelves, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, . 


'CrraAT was the diſappointment of 
Iſmael, upon his arrival at the cottage 
of the Temple, when he heard of the 
capture of Amurath, and the whole 
party: but, whatever he felt, he had 
philoſophy enough to bear it, without 
any exterior ſhew of emotion. On the 
contrary, the Derviſe, to the ſurpriſe 
of both Zamaſpes and himſelf, ſeemed 
overcome with grief, which he vented 
in ſighs and tears, Unable to account 
for diſtreſs ſo poignant, at the relation 
of the misfortunes ofa perſon unknown, 
they aſked him the reaſon of it. He 
replied, that he was not, as they 

WE thought, 
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thought, entirely unknown to Amu- 
rath: on the contrary, he had formerly 
| canverſed with him, and had, at that 
inſtant, particular and urgent buſineſs, 
which he could only communicate to 
himſelf. In this caſe,” ſaid Iſmael, 
« we muſt endeavour to follow him 
to Iſpahan; though our diſappointment 
at his abſence is great, and much in- 
creaſed by the news of his capture, yet 
it is uſeleſs to give way to immoderate 
grief; we ſhould rather try to recover 
our ſpirits, in order, if we can gain ad- 
miſſion, to alleviate the ſufferings of 
the priſoner: we ſhould remember, 
that a burthen becomes lighter by be- 


ing patiently borne, and that reflection 


would ſooth the ſorrows of the preſent, 
as our reliance upon Providence will 


raiſe our hopes with _— to the fu- 
ture hour,” 
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170 THE HERMIT 
| With ſuch admonitions, did It 
mael, aſſiſted by Zamaſpes, aſſuage 
the immoderate grief of Koular the 
Derviſe. Of the ſire, they learned all 
the tranſactions of Amurath, Selim, 
and Ruſtan, after they left the moun- 
tain. and the camp. Norival related 
to them the capture and recovery of 
Anime, and as much as ſhe knew of 
the hiſtory of the Engliſh lady. She 
informed them alſo of the grateful ex- 
pedition of Haſſan to reſtore her to her 
huſband. The tear of ſenſibility ſtole 
down her cheek, while ſhe mentioned 
the manner in which he came to the 
knowledge of Captain Egerton. She 
numbered the days that he had been 
| abſent, and endeavoured to gueſs at the 
| time when he would probably return. 


Ro Rom.” CL) — * to 


To recover from their fatigue, they 
ſpent ſeveral weeks at the cottage of 
the temple. In the order that reigned 


among 


among the little community, under the 
direction of the venerable Zamaſpes, 
Iſmael found abundant exerciſe for his 
admiration and applauſe. He obſerv- 
ed, of the inhabitants, that they en- 
joyed all the ſecluſion neceſſary for the 


promotion of piety and reflection, and 


at the ſame time all the advantages of 
fociety ; and that when they joined in 
prayer or thankſgiving, their devotion 
was far more animated than his ſolitary 
effuſions had been. New tothe world, 
he diſcovered, from the oraiſons and 
hymns of a number of innocent and 
contrite hearts aſſembled together, 
that there was a glow, a. fervor, in 
their public performance of religious 


duties, which in ſingle exertions it was 


impoſſible to reach. The example of 
Zamaſpes, who acted as prieſt and 
patriarch of this little community, at 
once pleaſed and edified him; and 
when he made the compariſon, he 


: I 2 ſighed 


OF CAUCASUS 171 - 
7 


- — EUCE 
As 12 3 - * 


4 
o 
Ti 
42 
7 


„ 
4 
* 
e 
J. 
1 
4. 
1 
( 
"ns 
CE 
"308 


* — — 8 — - — 
4 — — — 


172 THE HERMIT 


ſighed to think how much more uſe- 
fully his time had been employed than 


his own. © This truly reſpectable 


man, ſaid he to himſelf, © hath un- 
doubtedly not paſſed through a lite, 
neatly as long as mine, without having 
had many reaſons to be diſguſted with 
mankind; without meeting many mis- 
fortunes. The diſappointment of thoſe 


hopes, which ever, in a ſanguine tem- 


per, ariſe with the dawn of manhood, 
and like gentle gales, fan and ſtimulate 


the current of the mind to active pur- 


ſuits. The neglect or deceit of ſup- 
poſed friends and connexions; the loſs 


of relatives, and all the anxieties atten- 


dant upon advancing years, have un- 
queſtionably exerted their force againſt 
him, in common with the reſt of the 
human race : yet he has not forſaken 
his poſt in the hour of danger: when 
misfortunes, which are ſometimes de- 
creed as trials ſor our fortitude, have 

oppreſſed 
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oppreſſed him, he has not ſunk under 
his burthen : no, he has rather exerted 
himſelf the more: has riſen ſuperior to 
the calamity of the hour, and by his 
precept and example, ſhewn, that 
ſhrinking from diſtreſs into liſtleſs indo- 
lence, or flying from diſſipation into 
ſolitude, are equally.blameable, as they 
both, perhaps, have their foundation in 
that kind of pride, which leads to the 
. worſt of conſequences.” 


Such were the reflections of Iſmael], 
as he conſidered the conduct of Za- 
maſpes, and contraſted it with his own. 
With great ſatisfaction he walked 
through the different parts of the tem- 
ple, and the demefnes occupied by the 
eottagers. Every dwelling preſented 
to him a picture of domeſtic happineſs, 
In one he beheld a mother, encircled 
by her children; ſhe holds one in 
her arms; another extends its little 

13 hands 
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hands over her knees; a third climbs 
the chair, and reclines its: head upon 
her ſhoulder: their faces join, and in 
their embraces, ſhe feels a bliſs, which 
a mother only can experience. 


In the next, which reſounded with 
the. accents of joy, he obſerved a man 
engaged in the labours of the loom: 
ſeveral females and children were wind- 
ing ſilk, and performing the ſubordi- 
nate branches of the manufacture. A 
beautiful girl ſung, and at the end of 
every verſe, the chorus was repeated 
by the whole company; though the 
cadences were frequently interrupted 
by loud and hearty burſts of laughter. 
Iſmael was pleaſed with the induſtry 
and hilarity that prevailed in this man- 
ſion, and proceeded on to another. 
The murmur of infantile voices en- 
gaged his attention. He entered. A 
matron of a reſpectable appearance, 
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was inſtructing ſeveral children in the 
precepts of the Alcoran. He inquired 
for the maſter of the houſe, and ſhe 
pointed to a ſmall door, which opened 
into a garden: here he found a man far 
advanced in years, but of a healthy and 
ruddy complexion, cultivating, with 
uncommon aſſiduity, ſeveral beds of 
vegetables. The Hermit compli- 
mented him upon the flouriſhing ſtate 
of his plantation, and ſaid, „he had no 
doubt but that his wife had as much 
ſucceſs in improving the minds of the 
little nurſery, which he had obſerved 
as he entered.“ The old man replied, 
« that their ſucceſs in both occupa- 
tions, had exceeded their expectation: 
but though thus humbly employed at 
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preſent,” he continued, you fee be- . ; 
fore you a man, who has formerly * 
filled a ſtation far more elevated; a of} 
ſtation, which was to him the ſchool of ia 
adverſity, The loſs ofa ſon of great N 1 
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hope, had this conſolation attending 
it, that he died in the ſervice of his 
country. A keener woe affailed me, 
through the medium of the huſband of 
my daughter. He was employed in 
the colleftion of the public revenne, 
and puniſhed with death, in conſe- 
quence of ſome defalcation in his ac- 
counts. She, alas! ſurvived that 
dreadful event but a ſhort time; and 
as I ſuffered part of the obloquy at- 
tached to the memory of my ſon-in- 
law, I retired to this ſpot, with my 
wife, and the offspring of both my 
children. To form their minds,' to 
plant in their hearts the principles of 
virtue, and to watch the growing pro- 
greſs of their ideas, has been the buſi- 
neſs of my declining years; and in 
order to accompliſh theſe objects, by 
exciting an emulation, we have invited 
the children of the neighbouring cot- 
tagers, to ſhare their education ; the 
firſt 


* 
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firſt rudiments of which, are ſuperin- 
tended by my wife, and the higher 
branches, the amuſement of my hours 
of relaxation from the labours of the 
field, « or 100 cultivation of * ere * 

« From | ſuch a bendvoldit and uſe- 
ful employment of time,” faid Iſmael, 
ie the ' moſt perfect peace of mind, 
and greateſt n happineſs, miſt 
ms IE | 


He led on to another e 
at the door of which he met Zamaſpes: 
they entered together; and admired the 
neatneſs and order that prevailed in the 
houſe and garden: the beauty of the 
mother and her children. When they 
leſt the place, the latter en the 
ent thore dorf of 5 


RO e PER A. 9 5 


Yo I 5 « Ackbar, 
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:<.Ackbar, the father of Pera, had 
enjoyed, for a long time, a municipal 
office in the city of Caſhan, which is 
about ten days journey from this tem- 
ſive traffick in oil, fruit, and other 
commodities. His affairs were in a 
flouriſhing ſtate; he had a large houſe,” 
ſeveral wives, a number of ſlaves, and 
every attendant eircumſtance that de- 
noted opulence; but no child, except 
Pera, whom, therefore, he idolized. 
He conſidered het as given him at an 
advanced period of, life, for a ſtay, a 
prop, to his declining Fears ;, and as 
ſhe was often with, him in public, he 
was pleaſed at the admiration which 
her, beauty and accompliſhments ex- 
cited. Her attractions increaſed. With 
her growth, and the lovely Pera was an 
epithet by which all her acquaintance 


vere ſong of diſtinguiſhing her. 
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e Ibirhim was, at that time, with 
his father, who had a ſmall farm of his 
own, and beſides that, cultivated a gar- 
den which he rented; in the vicinity of 
the city. He uſed generally to diſ- 
poſe of the corn, fruit, and oil, which 
they produced, to Ackbar. This 
brought him frequently to the houſe 
of the latter: he ſaw Pera: he would, 
had he not conſidered her ſituation ſo 
far above his own, have lov'd, or 
rather have declared his paſſion; for 
it is certain he concealed an involun- 
tary flame, even, perhaps, from 
himſelf. tit „ ner a Sick. 


A '1S 4 436 # 


ec At a time of life, ** be could 
little brook _ diſappointment or diſ- 
grace, a ſudden change in the ſenti- 
ments of the people, turned the aſto- 
niſhed Ackbar out of his office. Pera 
uſed all her efforts to comfort and 
als the. diſtreſſes of her father upon 
127 1 that 
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that occaſion. The old man derived 
conſolation from the exertions of his 
thrown off the load which had op- 
preſſed his ſpirits; when a. Banker, 
to whom he had truſted the greateſt 
part of his property, failed. This 
ſtroke, which aſſailed him in a part 
where he was the moſt vulnerable, as, 
been his darling attachment, fell there- 
| fore: like a thunder - bolt upon him; 
and to compleat his miſery, was fol- 
lowed by a chain of failures among his 
debtors, many of whom had placed 
the fame confidence in the houſe as 
kimſvlE4 1 0 res 


e In this diſtreſſed ſituation, his cre- 
ditors came upon him, and not regard- 
ing the cries of Pera, were dragging 
him to priſon, when they were met by 
Ibirhim, - The youth had not been 
28411 : 0:41 near 
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near Caſhan.for many months; his at · 
tention had been de votad to the care of 
a ſick father, lately deceaſed, and con- 
ſequently, he was totally unacquainted 


DH 


Ackbar. 
His ſurpriſe at beholding that 
venerable man leaning upon the lovely 
Pera, and ſurrounded by the myrmi. 
dons of juſtice, for a moment ſuſpended 
his faculties. He entreated them to 
ſuffer their priſoner to return, While he 
inquired into the ſtate of his affairs; and 
when his ſupplication proved ineffec- 
tual, reſolved to accompany them to 
priſon. There he learned, that the 
engagements of Ackbar amounted to 
nearly as much as his whole poſſeſſions 
would ſell for: yet, could he ſuffer a 
man, bending under the weight of near 

four ſcore years, oppreſied with fick- 
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dregs: af his life in a noiſome -paol? 
Could he obſerve, unmoved, the father 
of the woman he ador d, on the brink! of 
Evilbicof wantgipenary and impriſon. 
ment? Could he, without emotion, 
behold the ſorrow of the lovely Pera, 
and ſee lier facriſice her own health 
to her attendance upon her parent t 
No li it is certain he could not. Theſe 
circumſtances of diſtreſs, conveyed ſen - 
ſations to his heart, too ſtrong to be 
reſiſted; he obeyed their impulſe, and 
as ſoon as he had offered every conſo- 
lation to the priſoner and his daughter, 

that their · ſituation would admit of, he 
flew to diſpoſe of his een inheri- 
1 10¹ N IO lore oro 
2nofft5 og oiortneetlb erica 25> vii 
[2 than keched converted hisicſtate 
into money, which he did in a ſhort 
time, he returned to the city, and 
We eee Ackbar toge- 
ther, 
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ther, paid them their demands. He 
then hurried to the priſon, being an- 
xious to arrive, in order to forward the 
emancipation of Ackbar. In an outer 
room he found Pera weeping. At the 
found of his voice ſhe raiſed her head 
and on his inquiring what new diſtreſs 
had cauſed her tears to flow ? anſwered, 
te that the gaoler had, that morning, 
ordered her father, as he had no longer 
money to pay for a rede ann 
into as common Oe 


* 


* ; How . to me is this Ora 2 
he exclaimed, an hour which gives 
Ibirhim an opportunity to dry your 
teats, to ſooth your parent's forrow !“ 
«© They enter d the room, at the time 
the gaoler came to announce the liber 
ty of Ackbar. His joy, in the firſt 
inſtance, was overcome by his gratitude 
in the ſecond, when he underſtood he 
owed his freedom to Ibirhim : but his 
ſenſations, 
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to the lively emotions of Pera. She 
had began a ſpeech of acknowledg- 
ment, which, covered with bluſhes, and 
ſtruggling for utterance; ſhe continued, 
till oppreſſed by the quickneſs of her 
ſenſibility, ſne fainted in the arms of 
Ibirhim. He preſt her to his boſom, 
and in that moment thought himſelf 
over- paid for all his ſervices. When 
the conflicting paſſions of her ſoul were 
in ſome degree relieved by tears, and 
ſhe recollected her ſituation, ſhe bluſh- 
ed deeper than before, and n ex- 
tricated e n his e 
1137 142 N I 
They from after eek "AY e 
Wr in a ſew days the city, and reſolving 
to remove to ſome diftance, by eaſy 
journeys, they came to this place. The 
mall remains of the patrimony of 
Ibirhim, he expended in building that 
cottage, and ſtocking a ſmall farm 
eite annexed 
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annexed to it. It will hardly be ne- 
ceſſary to add, that Pera had conſented, 
with the approbation of her father, to 
become his wife, and that the cere- 
mony een Seeed 10 the illneſs 
nn | 
Both Ibirhim and Pera attended the 
old man with the greateſt aſſiduity, who 
after languiſhing ſome weeks, expired, 


in the very act of beſtowing bleſſings 


upon them, as they knelt by the ſide 
2 HOT 


\ iel 


«Ay ſoon! after the funeral of f the 


parent, as decency would permit, the 
nuptials of Ibirhim and Pera were cele- 


brated, and from tliat happy day, every 


thing ſeems to have proſpered that they 


have e Undeftaken. Their farm flouriſh- 
ed für beyond thoſe of their neigh- 


bours, and they have recovered large 


ſums of money by the reſtoration of the 
44 banker 8 
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banker's affairs, whom Aekbar en- 
truſted. The citizens of -Caſhan, 
pleaſed with the conduct of Ibirhim, 
and, perhaps, aſnamed of their own, 
have ſolicited him to accept of the 
office which the father of Pera formerly 
enjoyed; but he has anſwered them, 
that ſettled among people he re- 
i loving, and beloved by his wife 
and children; and poſſeſſing a fortune, 
| which, to perſons of their moderate 
deſires, is affluence: he has no wiſh to 
a change his preſent ſituation; a ſitua- 
tion, in which he has more opportunity 
to do good, and leſs power to do harm, 
than he ſhould. have in that to which he 
is invited. That, though ſuperior in 
dignity, he conſiders, may, from the 
enyy and jealouſy to which, it is ex- 
poſed, and the precarious tenure. by 
Which it is i be inferior in Wr 
We 4 e od bel 
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The caravan, for which the Hermit 
and Derviſe had ſome time waited, at 
length arrived at the temple. They 
immediately joined it, and travelled on 

to Iſpahan. Upon their journey, no- 
thing more remarkable occurred, than 
the ſorrow of the latter, which ſeemed 
to increaſe, the nearer they approached 
to the capital. When they arrived, 
they took up their lodging at a large 
caravanſary. 


9 „ 
4 * — 0 


Iſmael appeared to be born again; 
every object ſtruck him with aſtoniſh- 
ment, as he wandered abroad. He 
had, in his youth, ſeen the city; how 
different were the impreſſions made 
upon his mind by the ſame objects, at 
theſe different periods of his life, He 
viſited the Meydan, the walks, . the 
baths, all the public buildings, and 
principal parts; and in the various 
| purſuits 
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purfuits of mankind, found abundant 
food for contemplation, | 


As he una e the 
bank of the river, accompanied by the 
Derviſe, the latter was accoſted by a 
brother of his own order, who joined 
them, and inquired, “hat buſineſs 
had brought them to Iſpahan, as he 
obſerved that they were both s ere 
to the place? 


As it was their wiſh to gain all poſ- 
ſible intelligence of Amurath and his 
family, they made no ſcruple to inform 
him of the motives which induced 
them to take the journey. At the 
mention of Amurath and Selim, the 
Derviſe expreſſed great ſurpriſe, and 
in return told them, that his name 
was Fazel; that he was acquainted 
with the perſons they had named; that 
he had eſcaped from the guards when 

, * they 
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they were captured, and from motives 
of gratitude to Selim, had come to Iſ- 
pahan, to exert the little influence he 
poſſeſſed in his favour.” 


© The unhappy captives, confined 


in ſeperate priſons, in the vicinity of 
the capital, he continued, I have, 


under the ſanction of my habit, found 
means to ſee; their treatment 1s harſh, 
particularly that of Amurath, which is 


judged to be owing to the influence of 


Omar and Aſgar, who are now here; 
and as the cauſes of the Merchant, and 
the Baſſa Selim, have made a conſider- 
able noiſe, it is generally imagined that 
they will be ſpeedily heard.” “ In 
the mean time, ſaid the younger 
Derviſe, Where are the daughters 
of Amurath?' —“ Under the protec- 
tion of Sifi Agib, an officer of the 
court, replied Fazel, and I have 
heard, with pleaſure, that they are 
555 ſecluded 
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190 THE HERMIT 
ſecluded from the world, and conſe- 

quently ſecured from the attempts of the 

Perſian chiefs, who, it has beenreported, 

execrate themſelves for bringing, or 

| nather ſuffering them to de om 
| yr this city.” | 


CHAP. XI. 


Tre Derviſc; Fazel, had tightly 
ſtated to the Hermit, and his compa- 
nion, that the treatment of the priſoners 
was harſh, particularly that of Amu- 
| rath. He, alas! was confined in the 
| common gaol at Iſpahan; and although 
| he had his dungeon entirely to himſelf, 
had been, till Fazel arrived, debar'd of 
every other comfort: by his influence, 
F and 
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and chat of his order, he was better 
accommodated, and uſed with greater 
_ Wm wn ; as | 


7 


Selim and Rug were immur d! in 
the ſeperate angles of a large caſtle, 
which ſtood at a ſhort diſtance from the 
city. The htter, indeed, had the liberty 
of walking around the battlements, and 
frequently amuſed” himſelf with the 
contemplation of the ivy crown'd tur- 
rets; the effect of the light and ſhade 
upon the walls; the varlety of tints, 


which the humidity of the atmoſphere,” 
and different mural plants and moſſes 


diſperſed over the edifice : the ſtones, 


mouldering away under the preſſure of 
the hand of time; the ramparts over- 


run with weeds, and ſome of the towers 
reclining, he conſidered, as forming a 


whole, highly partaking of pictureſque 


wildneſs, and romantically beautiful. 


When 
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When he had, from the ramparts, 
obſerved the building, he deſcended 
into the garden, to which he had ac- 
ceſs, and going to a diſtance, he con- 
nected it with the ſurrounding land- 
ſcape. Bright exhalations reflected a 
broad expanſe of light on the general 
form, which the trees relieved by as 
great a breadth of ſhadow on the nor- 
thern fide ; and the darkeſt tint on the 
Pines and cypreſs on the fore - ground. 
Majeſtic clouds upon a ſoft azure ſky, 
blended, and catching lights from the 
half obſcured ſun, fell upon the moſt 
prominent parts. of the towers, trees, 
and battlements, and . compleated a 


ſcene, upon which he dwelt for ſome 


time, with a kind of mental ſatisfaction, 
until turning his eyes towards Iſpa- 
han, a brilliant ray ſtruck upon the 
gilded creſcents that adorn'd the mine- 
rets of the Moſques. This brought to 
his mind the place which contained 
58 7 2 Anime 5 
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Anime; the diſtreſs of Amurath; his 
own impriſonment; and in a ſtrain of 
unpleaſing ſpeculations, he retired to 
his apartment. 


The cloſe and ſolitary confinement of 
Selim, rendered him, every hour, a W 
martyr to the moſt poignant ſenſations. ©! 
In his mind, love and grief took their 1 
turns, and preyed with equal force up- RH 
on his heart. At one time; Galatie, 
adorned with all her attractions, appear- 
ed before him : ſhe ſeemed robed in 
white drapery, which only confined by 
a zone of blue under her boſom, fell, 
in redundant folds, over her limbs, and 
ſhewed her elegant form to the great- 
eſt advantage. Her treſſes floated in 
the -air, and hung in curls over her 
forehead. She ſmiled, and ſeemed to 
wave her beautiful hand toward him. 
While, with mental eye, he gazed in 
raptures upon this lovely viſion, ſudden 
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it fled; a ſhriek ſeemed. to pierce his 
car. He then beheld it return, with 
garments deranged, and hair diſhevel'd, 
purſued by Omar: he ſtarts: attempts - 
to draw his cimetar; but alas! he 


finds himſelf diſarm'd, and a priſoner. 


The Hermit and Derviſe, wiſhing 
to ſee Amurath, Fazel conducted them 
to the place of his confinement, he hav- 
ing procured an order for that purpoſe. 
They found him at the loweſt ebb of 
deſpondency, from which he had a 
momentary relief, in the ſurpriſe which 
the preſence of Iſmael occaſioned. 
The Hermit ſuffered his wonder to 
operate for ſome time, before he in- 
formed him of the motives that indueed 
bim to mingle again with the world. 


ce Satisfied, nay, happy in my ſitua- 
tion,“ ſaid he, I had, as I thought, 
long ſince bid adieu to all the cares and 
1388 | paſſions 


OF CAUCASUS, 196 


paſſions attendant upon mortality. 
Long had I congratulated myſelf upon 
my removal from the ſcenes of volup- 


tuouſneſs, diſſipation, cruelty, turbu- + 
lence, ambition, avarice, and fraud, 


that I had formerly experienced. I 


had, in my own opinion, made up my 


mind, and in my receſs, was patiently 
waiting for the hour of diſſolution, 
which my advanced age, rather than 
any perſonal decay, informed me could 


be at no great diſtance. When I met. 


you upon the mountain, ſuch was the 
ſituation of my mind. The diſcovery 


of our conſanguinity awakened thoſe 
domeſtic paſſions that had long lain 
dormant in my breaſt; I then found 


that the ties of mortality were not en- 
tirely broken, When-you and your 


family left me, I difcovered a void in 


my heart, which I had never before 
felt: my ſolitary occupations, books, 


or the care of providing far my few 
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wants, had no longer force ſufficient to 
turn my mind from contemplating 
upon the ſatisfaction it would give me, 
to reſign my lateſt breath in the boſom 
of my family. For this purpoſe I be- 
gan my journey ; but it has hitherto 
been a journey of diſappointment. 


“ In what a place do I find you! 
Little did I imagine, when we parted, 
that we ſhould ever meet again; and 
ſtill leſs could I ſuppoſe, if a meeting 
between us was effected, a priſon would 

be the ſcene of it. Still, my ſon 
Amurath, though bow'd to the ground 
by misfortunes, ſuffer not deſpondence 
to take poſſeſſion of your mind ; the 
Being that preſerved your own, and 
your daughters lives, through the 
ſtorm : that ſheltered your infancy, and 
protected you to the meridian of your 
exiſtence, will, doubtleſs, extend his 
arm, and either diſperſe your enemies, 

| or 
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or turn their malice upon themſelves : 
and I have the moſt fervent hope, that 
your declining years will, by his in- 
fluence and favour, be rendered as 


happy as any that have . 
them.“ 


While Iſmael was adminiſtering 
comfort to the diſtreſſed Amurath, the 


young -Derviſe wept abundantiy,. and 


when he had ceaſed, faid, One part 
of the conſolation you ſtand fo mucli in 
need of, it is in my power to ſupply.” 


R T here is, perhaps 


Here he was interrupzed by the 
keeper of the priſon, who brought 
intelligence, that the trials of Amurath, 


Selim and Ruſtan, were fixed at the 


diſtance of three days; and that in the 
mean time he had orders to keep the 
ſtricteſt guard, and not ſuffer any per- 
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ſon to have acceſs to the priſoner : that 
in conſequence of theſe orders, they 
muſt directly leave the dungeon. 


Iſmael] remonſtrated, and obſerved, 
« that the perſon who ſtood before 
him, had fomething of importance to 
communicate. They petitioned for 
one hour; half that time; a few mi- 
nates: he was inexhorable, and they 
were obliged to leave the priſoner to 
his own melancholy reflections; to 
which were added, the pangs of ſuſ- 
pence with reſpect to the buſineſs of 


the young Derviſe; in whoſe manner 


there was ſomething that laid ſtrong 
hold of his attention, and excited his 
curiolity, 1 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XII, 


Tur cauſes of Selim, the Baſſa; 
Ruſtan, his friend, and Amurath, the 
merchant, had been ſo much the ſub- 
jects of converſation, both at court and 
in the city, that it was reſolved, in order 
to give greater ſolemnity to the pro- 
ceedings, that they ſnould be heard be- 
fore the Divan. 


On the third day after the meeting 
between the Hermit and Amurath, 
they were accordingly aſſembled in the 
great audience chamber. The Athe- 
madoulet preſided, and the Deroga 
was the proſecutor. The Omrahs at- 

K 4 tended: 
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tended: the Sophi was alſo preſent, 
but in a cloſet behind the throne, con- 
cealed from public view by lattices, 
and curtains of green and gold, 


Aſgar and Omar were ſeated on the 
right hand of the throne, with a num- 
ber of the Khans, Beys, and other 
governors of provinces, and all the 
foreign miniſters and ſtrangers at that 
time in the capital. The Cadis, and 
and great officers, filled the oppoſitz 
benches. The Moullahs were ranged 
on each ſide of the ſpace intended for 
the priſoners, and behind, the public 
were admitted, | 


When the Athemadoulet had taken 
his ſeat, and ſilence had been proclaim- 
ed three times, the merchant, Amu- 
rath, Selim and Ruſtan, were conduct - 
ed to the bar by a party of the Sophi's 
gon A 1 ran through the court, 

which 
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which ſubſided into ſilent admiration, 
at the placid, yet firm demeanor of 
the priſoners. 


The Judge, addrefling himſelf firſt 


to Amurath, ſaid, At your time of 


life, you cannot be ignorant of the 


ſeverity of the Perſian decrees, with 
reſpect to the crimes of which you are 
accuſed, You muſt have read, or 
heard, that former Emperors have been 
ſummary in their deciſions, and equally 
ſwift and ſevere in their puniſhments : 
but our preſent gracious Monarch, con- 


vinced of the injuſtice hath that too fre- 
quently attended haſty ſentences; and 


from his mildneſs and benevolence, 
being more inclined to permit, even the 


guilty to eſcape, than ſuffer the innocent 


to be puniſhed: and knowing, more- 
over, that every cauſe hath two faces: 


that either party can repreſent the ſame 
matter in a different light, is deter- 
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mined, by me his miniſter, to hear 
both ſides of the queſtion. 


ce In points of law, reſpecting his 
defence, the priſoner will have the 
liberty to take the opinion of the Cadis, 
and learned Doctors around, of the 
facts the Omrahs and myſelf are to be 
the judges: but at the ſame time, if 
either party ſuſpect harſhneſs or in- 
Juſtice in our determination, an appeal 
lies open to the Emperor. I therefore, 
in the name of our Illuſtrious Monarch, 
Sha Gehan, command the accuſer of 
Amurath to ftand forth, and explain. 
to the court the nature of his crime.“ 


The Deroga hereupon aroſe, and 
bowing thrice to the throne, began. 


« Impartial and learned miniſter of 
the moſt ſublime and magnanimous 
Sophi ; — lord of the numerous 


a kingdoms 
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Kingdoms of the eaſt; whoſe word is 
fate; whoſe power extends like the 
influence of the ſun; and before the 
brilliancy of whoſe throne, the princes 
and potentates of the earth humble 
themſelves to the duſt: permit the 
vileſt of the ſlaves of a Monarch, 
equally infalliable and invincible, to 
ſtand forth as an agent for the two 
princes, Omar and Aſgar; as a ſup- 
pliant to the honour, the dignity, the 
juſtice of the Perſian ſceptre; as the 
echo of the general voice of the people, 
who, by me demand, that the ſword of 
the law may fall upon the neck of that 
miſcreant, that traitor, that murderer, 
the merchant Amurath.“ 


The Deroga was here interrupted 
by- the Judge, who told him, © © it 
would much ſhorten the cauſe; if he 
_ confined himſelf to the accuſation, and 
for the future avoided all harſh epi- 
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thets, as totally irre lative to the buſi- 
nels, . 


T he pleader bowed, and proceeded. 
e The accuſation ' to which, , moſt. 
learned Athemadoulet, you wiſh me 
to confine myſelf, lays in a very nar- 
row compaſs. I deſire not to inflame 
the paſſions of the court. It is not my 
cuſtom to aſſail the hearts of my hear- 
ers, but by the moſt irrefragable, un- 
controvertible truths. The crimes of 
treaſon and murder, of which I accuſe 
the priſoner, are enough to - inſpire 
horror, to ſpread amazement around, 
without any obſervations . of mine. 
The proofs you will collect from the 
atteſtation of the princes; you will from 
them learn, that the merchant had long 
been in the habit of correſponding with 
the Dutch, Portugueſe, and other 
Europeans; that he had remitted his 
fortung, through their medium; that 

| he. 


ſian dominions, and that the corre- 
ſpondence was diſcovered to the princes, 
by means of his wife Erminia, whom 
he had uſed with the greateſt cruelty. 
You will hear, that in conſequence of 
his being made acquainted with her 
treachery, as. he called it, he baſely 
and barbarouſly murdered her, and 
then fled with his daughters. That 
the princes, knowing what they owed. 
to public juſtice, purſued them ; this, 
with the ſubſequent tranſactions, you 


will hear from their own mouths, if he 
does not ſpare the court the trouble of 


the inquiry, by confeſſing himſelf 
guilty.“ - | 


The Judge then appealed to Amu- 
rath, who anſwered in a firm tone, 
« Moſt learned Athemadouler, cer- 
tainly not guilty of any part of the 
crimes of which I am accuſed,” He 

| was 
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; was proceeding, but the court told 
him, that they muſt firft hear the 
evidence by which the Deroga meat 
to ſubſtantiate the charge againſt him.“ 


The princes Omar and Aſgar then 
came forward; they proved generally 
his connexions and dealings with the 
Europeans. The Judge told them, 
ce that he had never yet heard, that it 
was treaſon to have communication 

f with nations that were not at war with 
the Perſians; that they muſt be more 
particular, and ſtate ſome act, or acts, 
inimical to the peace of the country, 
ſeditious words, or open rebellion.” 


The Deroga hereupon called a num 
ber of witneſſes, who were chiefly the 
ſlaves of Amurath, or perſons con- 
cerned in carrying on his commerce. 
They proved the correſpondence that 
ſubſiſted between him, the Dutch, and 
Portugueſe: 
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Portugueſe : the preference he had, 
upon all occaſions, given to the Eu- 
ropeans : the praifes he had beſtowed: 
upon their governments: and the con- 
tempt. with. which he had frequently 
ſpoken of the Sophi and his miniſters,” 

When queſtioned reſpecting Erminia, . 

they ſaid, < that' to their knowledge 

ſhe had been ſent away by the mer- 
chant; that the two ſlaves who ac- 
companied her, had endeavoured to 
ſeduce them into the plot, which was 
to carry her to a diftance, and murder 
her in the woods: that they ſaid they 
ated by the command of Amurath, 
which the diſappearance of Erminia 
ſtrongly corroborated.” This was the 
ſubſtance of the evidence, which was 
ſupported by a hoſt ofdeponents. When 
the whole had been gone through, the 
merchant was called upon for his de- 
ſence, which he began in the following 
words. | 


«© Think 
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* Think not, moſt learned judge, 
that at my time of life, a man toſſed 
like myſelf in the ſtorms of adverſity, 
wiſhes to cling, for a few years longer, 
to the tree of exiſtence, or to ſupport” 
his declining age upon the pedeſtal of 
falſnood. My two children, thoſe en- 
dearing ties which hold me to the world, 
may be looſened, may be taken away, 
however reluctant to me the ſeperation, 
My poſſeſſions may devolve to ſtran- 
gers: my friends ſhrink from me, and 
J can bear it all: but when my moral 
character is attacked by a proſecution 

like this: when my honour, and even 
my life, is at ſtake : when to the power 
to do evil, which thoſe perfidious chiefs 
have formerly exerciſed in an unbound- 
ed degree; they have the malignity to 
add this recent accuſation, which they 
know, in every reſpect, to be untrue, 
and which they endeavour to ſupport, 
by ſubornation, by perjury in the wit- 
neſſes, 
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neſſes, and falſhood in themſelves. I 
confeſs my paſſions riſe above. the 
moderation which I had preſcribed to 
myſelf: above, even the reſpect that I 
owe to the court, and render me in- 
capable of making that defence, which 
the unhappy circumſtances of my caſe 
require. But in even a cooler mo- 
ment, what kind of defence could I 
make, precluded from any connexion 
with my friends and country ? How is 
it poſſible 1 ſhould call any witneſſes?” 


« One, at leaſt, voluntarily ſteps 
forward, ſaid a young man on the 
oppoſite bench; © one, in rank, equal 
to the chiefs; inferior, I hope, in 
ncthing but villany.” — A murmur 
of amazement pervaded the court, and 


he proceeded. © I can, with truth, 


depoſe, that the character of the mer- 
chant, as the beſt of huſbands, the 
fondeſt of parents, and the faireſt and 
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had two beautiful daughters; this man- 
had refuſed the application of the 
chiefs to him for their favour; and the 
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moſt punctual of dealers, hath been 


long eſtabliſhed throughout the pro- 


vince. The breath of calumny had 
never dar'd to taint his reputation, un- 
til the machinations of Omar and Aſ- 
gar 'were levelled at it. The praiſes 
of his integrity and benevolence dwelt 
upen every tongue, till they choſe to 
raiſe a faction againſt him; to deſtroy 
his reputation; to impede his com- 
merce ; and finally to drive him from 


his dwelling. If it is aſked, Why they 


aimed their malignity at a man ſo in- 
nocent ? the anſwer iscaſy.. This man 


virgins themſelves had treated their 


clandeſtine offers with diſdain, Furi- 


ous with rage, they. aſſembled a. band. 
of armed ruffians, and tore them from 


the arms of their mother. I myſelf, 


aſſiſted by ſeveral of my brave com- 
panions, 
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panions, that are now preſent, met, 
and reſcued them. | 


© From that moment, the chiefs 
vowed the ruin of Amurath. Incen- 
diaries were introduced into his houſe, 
who were to endeavour to inflame his 
jealouſy againft Erminia, and her's 
with reſpect to him; and to infinuate 
to her, that his affections being totally 
alienated, the hours which his grief 
forced him to devote to ſolitude; or 
his buſineſs compelled him to ſacrifice 
to commercial tranſactions, were ſpent 
in voluptuous pleaſures: that he had 


purchaſed ſeveral beautiful females, and 


eſtabliſhed a Haram in the country.“ 


ce The plan which they had thus. 
laid, ſucceeded but too well. The 
ſuſceptible Erminia, almoſt frantic with 
jealouſy, at this intelligence, determin- 
ed to leave the houſe. The emiſſaries 
| employed, 
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employed, without giving her time to 
cool, urg'd her_to put her deſign in 
execution, by new inſtances of the 


| infidelity of Amurath. She flew to 


Dareka, my mother, for protection: 
here the intrigues of the princes were 
unravelled; their black deſigns deve- 
lop'd ; but alas! too late! Amurath. 
had left the country.” 


lh”. 


«© The grief of Erminia knew no 
bounds ; and when ſome of the retinue 
of the chiefs, who had failed in purſuit 
of the merchant, returned, and we 
learned from them that he was in the 
neighbourhood of Caucaſus, ſhe difap- 
peared, and we ſuppoſed ſhe was gone 


in ſearch of her huſband and children.” | 


Various were the emotions of the 
court, during this recital, which was 
delivered with great energy by .the 
young Omrah, There is a charm in 

| truth, 
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truth, which finds its way to the heart. 
Conviction of the villiany and malig- 
nity of the chiefs, flaſh'd upon the 
minds of the judges; they looked at 
each other with filent amazement ; 


when the young Derviſe appeared at 
the bar, and ſaid, 


de If there yet wants a further con- 
firmation of the innocence of Amurath, 
behold the object that he has been ac- 
euſed of murdering.” Then throw- 
ing off her turban and robe, ſhe diſ- 
covered to the merchant his long loſt 
wife. He embraced her in an agita- 
tion not to be deſcribed ; and Erminia 


turning to the judges, addreſſed them 
as follows. 


« The words, oh moſt illuſtrious 
and ſerene Athemadoulet, which the 
benevolent Omrah Nazer has juſt ut- 
tered, are but too faithful a repreſenta- 


: tion 
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tion of the crimes and machinations of 
the two chiefs, Omar and Aſgar. By 
their inſinuations I was driven from a 
dwelling, which had been, until that 
time, the manſion of conjugal felicity; 
from the arms of a beloved huſband, 
and the ſociety of two amiable daught- 
ers. When the ſame vengeance forced 
them from our manſion, near Ormus, 
my grief was unſpeakable ; and upon 
the firſt intelligence of their having 
taken ſhelter in the caverns of Cauca- 
ſus, I left the houſe of Nazer and 
Darcka. When I arrived at a proper 
diſtance; I aſſumed the habit of a Der- 
viſe, and after travelling- over a vaſt 
extent of country, in ſearch of them, 
and ſuffering innumerable hardſhips, I 
met the benevolent Iſmael, who con- 
ducted me to Iſpahan., Three days 
ſince we were at the priſon, where I 
intended to have diſcovered myſelf, 
but was ſuddenly forced away. There» 
| fore, 
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fore, as this auguſt aſſembly have now 
occular demonſtration of the falſhood 
and malignity of the accuſation againſt 
Amurath, permit me, oh upright 
Judges, to crave. his liberty, and alſo 
to beg, that our children may be re- 
ſtored to us.“ 


« Amurath,” ſaid the judge, © is, 
I believe, with the approbation of the 
whole court, reſtored to liberty; but 
the juſtice of Perſia would be incom- 
pleat, was it to ſtop here. That you 
may long be happy in your children, 
and in each other, is the wiſh of all 
around you; yet ſtill the troubles that 
have been brought upon you by the 
malicious chiefs, require a compenſa- 
tion; and that the ſeverity they prae- 
tiſed againſt others, ſhould be extended 
to themſelves ; I therefore order them 
ta the priſon from which the merchant 
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is now releaſed, until the Sultan's plea- 
ſure be further known.“ 


The Omrahs, Omar and Afar, 
were accordingly taken from the court, 
followed by the execrations of the 
people, while Iſmael, the Hermit, 
and Fazel, the Derviſe, congratulated 
Amurath and Erminia upon their pre- 
ſent joyful meeting. They had re- 
tired from the bar, and the cauſe of 
Selim and Ruſtan was about to com- 
mence, when the father of Haly ap- 
| peared, and faid, “A far greater cri- 
minal than either of the chiefs that now 
ſtand before you, wiſhes to throw him- 
ſelf upon the juſtice- of his country, or 
rather, upon the mercy of the Sophi ; 
but as one that is connected and in- 
| volved with him in the crime, is of a 
ſex and rank that has ever command- 
ed reſpect and adoration, I have, on 
the part of the Princeſs Semira, orders 

| to 
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to requeſt that the court may be clear- 
ed, and to ſay, that ſhe intends, with 
Haly, to deliver herſelf immediately 
into the hands of juſtice.” 


The utmoſt amazement ſtruck every 
one prefent, at this ſpeech : the Athe- 
madoulet retired, to take the direction 
of the Monarch, who commanded all, 
except Selim, Ruſtan, and a few of the 
principal Omrahs, to withdraw, When 
the latter were ſeated, he came and 

mounted the throne, at the foot of 


which the Judge and the Deroga, 
placed themſelves. | 


The father of Haly alſo had retired, 
and ſoon after entered, with his ſon, 
who ſupported a lady, veiled. * The 


danger which hath attended the lives 


of the moſt generous of men, Selim, 
and his friend Ruſtan, has,” he ſaid, 
« brought us from a part of Perſia, 
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remote from this city, and where we, 
probably, might have lived in ſafety. 
Behold, oh Emperor, your daughter! 
and in me the ſeducer of Semira.“ 


While he was ſpeaking, the Princeſs 
laid aſide her veil, and the Sophi darting 
a look full of fury at her, ſaid, “De- 
generate girl! was it not enough, after 
all the indulgence which you have met 
with from me; after the more than 
paternal love and tenderneſs with which 
you have been regarded, that you 
ſhould withdraw yourſelf from my pro- 
tection ; but that you ſhould alſo make 
a ſlave, ſo infinitely beneath you, the 
companion of your flight ? Will all the 
tortures to which he ſhall inſtantly be 
doom'd, for polluting the ancient blood 
of the Sophi's; for daring to aſpire to 
the daughter of his Monarch, compen- 
fate for the trouble he has cauſed, and 
the diſgrace he has brought upon me ? 

ö For 
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For you, Semira, cloſely impriſoned 
in the caſtle, you ſhall remain, till I 
conſider what further puniſhment to 
decree: but for your paramour, I 
order him immediately to undergo the 
ſevereſt, and moſt painful infliction ; 


after which, I command that his head 
be ſtruck off.” 


The Princeſs threw herſelf at his 


feet, in an agony of diſtreſs. ©* Pardon, 


ſhe cried, © oh father! oh Emperor! 
pardon the innocent Haly! What 
ſhall I ſay to move you? Is there no 
one to plead for him? Yes! there is 
one, deeply concern'd in our fate, who, 
though not an accomplice, is the con- 
ſequence of our crime.” She then 
made a fignal, and an attendant 
brought a moſt beautiful infant, and 
delivered it into her arms. Behold,” 
the ſaid, the ſon of your once be- 
loved Semira! Behold the grandſon of 
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Sha Gehan, who now lifts up his little 


hands, and pleads for the life of his 
father!“ 


The Sophi ſeemed mov'd, and turn- 
ing away, faid, I have too often 
cenſur'd haſty determinations, to per- 
fiſt even in my own. I remit that 
part of the ſentence of Haly, which 
orders immediate, execution: let him 
have time to prepare; though the 
child now before me is rather an ag- 
gravation, than a palliation of your 
crime. Shall the worm that crawls 
upon the ground, preſume to mingle 
with the eagle that towers aloft? Muſt 
the throne of Perſia, the deſcendants 
of Darius, be contaminated?“ 


« On the part of Haly, ſaid his 
father, Moſt juſt, wiſe, and auguſt 
Sultan, permit me to ſpeak, and at the 
ſame time, pardon my boldneſs, when 

I aſlert, 
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I aſſert, that the blood of Darius is by 
no means contaminated, by the mar- 
riage of Haly and Semira: fortunate 
it is for us, that here comes a witneſs, 
who can corroborate the truth of what 
I ſhall advance.” At this period the 
Grand Vizier, who had been ſometime 
abſent upon an expedition, entered, and 
the father of Haly continued, © Gia- 
fer, as well as myſelf, muſt remember 
the wars and inteſtine troubles in which 
Perſia was involved, previous to the 
commencement of your happy reign. 
You know that your brother, Sha 
Soliman, was long a prifoner to the 
uſurper Abbas: but you do not know 
that he had, while he was confined in 
a caſtle, near my refidence in the coun- 
try, a ſon, by a favourite ſultana, who 
was permitted to reſide with him. 
W hen the troubles recommenced, and 
he expected every hour the fatal cata- 
ſtrophe that ſoon after befel him, he 
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ſent Giafer the Vizier, who now ſtands 
before you, to me; he came attended 
by two female ſlaves, who brought the 
infant, and a packet, containing jewels, 
his ſeal, and a letter, all which I have 
carefully preſerved.” He then gave a 
gold caſe into the hands of the Sophi, 
who opening it, found a paper, which 
he knew to be the writing of his bro- 
ther: it contained theſe words. 


L eſt the malignity and misfortune 
which has long purſued the unhappy 
Soliman, ſhould be extended to his 
offspring, I entruſt my only fon to 
your care : educate him as your own, 
and call him Haly. Should a propi- 
tious change of circumſtances take 
place, and enable me, I will claim 
him, and reward your fidelity: but if, 
as I fear, this will be the laſt inter- 
- courſe between us, I charge you, by 

our former friendſhip, let him not, 

| without 


o CAUCASUS 223 


without it ſhould be neceflary: for the 
preſervation of his life, know how near 
he is allied to the throne of Perſia, and 
to the unfortunate 


SOLIMAN.” 


Tears came into the eyes of the 
Sophi, while he peruſed this letter ; 
and when he had finiſhed, he bowed 
his head upon it, and wept in ſilence. 


Obſerving that the effuſion of his grief 


had, in ſome degree, ſubſided, Giafer 
ſaid, Every circumſtance related by 
Kouli Negif, I perfectly remember. 
Toſs'd, in the contentions of the times, 
I was, for ſeveral years, abſent from 
Iſpahan. When peace was reſtored, 
and your Sublime Highneſs happily 
ſettled upon the Perſian throne, ob- 
ſerving the youth that paſs'd for the 


ſon of Kouli, I once queſtioned him 


reſpecting the infant committed to his 
L 4 charge 
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charge by Soliman ; but as I remark'd 
that he forbore giving me a direct an- 
fwer, I have never fince urged him 
upon the ſubject. When the young 
Haly was recommended to my pro- 
tection, I placed him among the noble 
youths, to whom your Highneſs had 
allotted a part of the palace of Miri- 
wies, as a military academy. How the 
acquaintance between him and the 
Princeſs Semira commeneed, I am 
yet to learn.” 


« At the palace of the Princeſs 
Akira, the widow of Sha Soliman,““ 
faid Semira, * I firſt ſaw Haly. As J 
had permiſſion to viſit that beautiful 
lady, I fonnd my deſire to attend on 
her increaſed, after that encounter, 
though I was ignorant of the cauſe. 
Happy! thrice happy ! were the hours 
of childhood which I paſſed with my 
beloved Haly. When our ages made 

AR | it. 
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it neceſſary to lay a greater reſtraint 
upon us, with what grief did I lament, 
that my opportunities of ſeeing him 
were abridged? and when he was 
ordered to the army, unable to bear 
his abſence, I took the reſolution to 
follow him. As ſoon as we had left 
Selim and the camp, we travelled to 
the next town, where we were mar- 
ried. We had, ſince that event, con- 
tinued in diſguiſe, for ſome time, in a 
large village, at a conſiderable diſtance 
from Iſpahan, till we were diſcovered 
by the Derviſe Fazel. After that 
meeting, we abſolutely determined to 
leave the Perſian dominions; but, 
fearful of the fate, which, upon our 
account, impended over the head of 
Selim, could not prevail with ourſelves 
to put our reſolution in practice. We 
therefore hovered about the capital, 
and when we heard that it was intended 
to bring him and Ruſtan to trial for 
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-our crime, reſolved to throw ourſelves 
upon the mercy of the Emperor.” 


<« In that reſpe&,” faid the Sophi, 
« you have acted like relations, whom 
I ſhall be proud to own. Let Selim 
and Ruſtan be immediately liberated ; 
and as, through a miſapprehenſion, 
they have ſuffered in their fortunes and 
their fame, it ſhall be my firſt buſineſs 
to reſtore them to their honours and 
commands, with large additions.” 


The Baſſa and his friend bowed 
their acknowledgments, and the Sophi 
proceeded. © The haſty ſentence 
which I pronounced upon the ſon, and 
image of Soliman, my beloved bro- 
ther, for an offence, of which I ſhould 
probably have myſelf been guilty, had 
been in fimilar ' circumſtances, I re- 
voke. I embrace you, Haly, by the 
_ doubly endearing ties of ſon and ne- 
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phew; and will, directly, give orders 
to the Vizier, to form an eſtabliſhment 
for you, ſuitable to the dignity of your 
birth. Semira, my darling daughter, 
I receive you again into my arms; 
and then tenderly taking the infant, he 
ſaid, . Let this lovely child, when he 
can ſpeak, be taught to tell his parents, 
that at the ſight of him, the firſt emo- 
tions of pity entered the heart of his 
grandfather. Take, oh charming boy! 
this parental kiſs, from one who re- 
pents his harſhneſs, and here vows to 
be the guardian and protector of your 
youth : nor ſhall the reputed father of 
Haly, Giafer, or the reſt, be ne 
by me.“ 


Haly now came forward, and 3 
ing, took the hand of the Sophi; at 
the ſame time attempting to ſpeak ; 
when after ſeveral efforts, he burſt into 
tears; which the Monarch obſerving, 
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faid, c Let us retire, my children: 
the events of the day have ſtrain'd our 
ſpirits. too high: I. obſerve. the grati+ 
tude that quivers upon your lips; 
though your emotions wHl not ſuffer 
it to depart from them. That dumb 
eloquence ſooner. finds its way to my 
heart, than the moſt florid elocution: 
I feel all: the ſentiments. that you en- 
deavour to expreſs; therefore, repreſs 
your ſenſations, as it is my. opinion, 
that for the preſent, quiet and recol- 
lection are equally neceſſary for us all. 
Fo you, Giafer, I leave the care of the 
feſtivals and rejoicings, which this 
happy occaſion demands, and of which 
Lorder, that all my ſubjects, according. 
to their. different ranks, may partake.” ' 


CHAP:. 


CHAP, XIIT. 


INEXPRESSIBLE was the joy of 
Amurath, the Hermit, Erminia, and 
the Derviſe, when Selim and Ruſtan 
Joined them in the anti-chamber, 
where, with anxious impatience, they 
had waited the event of the decifion of 
the Sophi: that joy was, if poſſible, 1 
increaſed, when they were informed 1 
that matters had taken a turn ſo favour- L 
able, and, indeed, ſo honourable to the 
two friends. They repaired imme- | 
diately to the houſe of an acquaintance 
of Fazel's; and, while Selim went to * 
inform his father, Ruſtan recounted to fi 
them the events of the day ; the whole N 
4 


proceedings 
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proceedings of the Sophi, and the ad- 
ventures of Haly and Semira. 


The Baſla ſoon returned, to conduct 
Amurath and Erminia to his palace, 
the Hermit chooſing to ſtay with the 
Derviſe. He wiſh'd to make Galatie 
and Anime partakers of the general 
ſatisſaction; in which wiſh he was join- 
ed by Ruſtan; it was therefore de- 
termined that an application ſnould be 
made to the Vizier, for leave to viſit 
the young ladies. 


The diſappointment of Erminia was 
viſible upon her countenance, when 
ſne was informed, that an application 
of that nature could not be made till 
the next day. Amurath and his wife 
then accompanied Selim and Ruſtan, 
and were, by the former, introduced to 
his father, who received them with 


equal politeneſs and benignity. 


Slowly 


Slowly ſeemed to linger the hours, 
with the merchant and Erminia, until 
they embraced their daughters. The 
young ladies had been previouſly ap- 
priſed of the buſineſs of the preceding 
day, and when they arrived, flew, with 
rapture, to meet their parents. The 
impatient Selim and Ruſtan, ſoon after 
joined them, and were received with 
an approbation by them, which de- 
noted that they were favoured lovers. 
Erminia ſeemed equally pleaſed with 
the Baſſa and his friend. In exultations 
upon their preſent ſucceſs, and laying 
plans for future happineſs, time ſtole 
imperceptibly away. That the day was 
ſo far advanced, was only called to their 
recollection, by an obſervation made 
by Amurath, who ſaid, that long be- 
fore that hour, Iſmael had promiſed 
to join their groupe. While they 
were wondering what could be the 
cauſe of his detention, Fazel, the Der- 

h vile, 


232 THE HERMIT' 


viſe, arrived, and informed them; that 
in the courſe of the preceding night, 
he had been ſeized with a ſudden ill- 
neſs, which was ſuppoſed to be owing 
to the fatigue he had undergone, to- 
gether with the recent change he had 
made of his mode of life and ſituation, 
Alarmed at this intelligence, Amurath 
went directly to his lodgings, and 
found the old man in a condition, which 
ſhewed that ſickneſs had made a con- 
 fiderable inroad upon his conſtitution 
in a ſhort time.. His bodily weakneſs 
ſeemed to have affected his mind, and 
his fpeech was ſcarcely coherent. The 
alarming ſtate of the reſpectable Iſ- 
mael, ſuſpended the joy of the family. 
For eight days they were indefatigible 
in their attendance around his couch: 
on the ninth, although his weakneſs 
ſeemed to increaſe, yet his reaſon ap- 
peared to return. He awoke from an 
vue lethargic ſlumber, and his eyes 
: wandering; 
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wandering over the chamber, he be- 
held Amurath, to whom he made ſigns 
to approach, When the merchant 
came near the bed, © 1 think,” ſaid 
he, © that I have ſome faint recollec- 
tion of your face: Tell me where I 
am? Where I have ſeen you? Who 
are thoſe perſons in the room ?” The 
forrowful Amurath endeavoured, as 
well as he could, to ſatisfy his demands; 
and while he was explaining to him 
his preſent ſituation, the Hermit raiſed 
himſelf up, and folding his hands to- 
gether, ſaid, Thanks and praiſes 
to the benevolent Allah, for this lucid 
interval: for this moment, in which 
memory is reſtored to me. May I 
employ it properly! I now Tee before 
me the picture of my former life: I 
behold the vanity and diſſipation of my 
youth : the pride and profuſion that 
diſtinguiſhed my middle age : how I 
ſpent my declining years in ſolitude 

| and 


234 THE HERMIT 


and repentance : may my ſincere con- 
trition have reached the throne of 
mercy, before which I ſhall ſoon be 
ſummoned to appear.“ 


ce Son of my brother, he continued, 

© my deſire to reviſit the haunts of 
men; to mingle once more with the 
buſy world; to ſpend my laſt dregs of 
life among my-relations, and yield up 
my breath in the boſom of my family, 
aroſe from my caſually meeting with 
you in a place far ſecluded from ſo- 
ciety, I hope I have not erred, in 
abandoning a ſolitude of near forty 
year's continuance : if I have, ſurely it 
will be conſidered as a venial treſpaſs, 
and the arm of mercy will be extended 
towards me! yes! I ſee it will! the 
angel that hath hitherto been my 
guardian and protector, ſmiles and in- 
vites me to him ! Let all your family 
approach my bed, while I entreat 
them 
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them to preſerve, through life, that 
integrity of heart, that rectitude of 
mind, which has hitherto marked their 
characters: which has made them 
worthy of the protection of Omnipo- 
tence, by whoſe mercy they are extri- 
cated from all the troubles and diffi- 
culties by which they were ſurrounded, 
and who will, undoubtedly, continue 
to ſhed his influence upon them, whe- 
ther they remain in the active and buſy 
world, or retire to ſolitude and ſecluſion, 
Though I ſhould not, whatever mis- 
fortunes may occur, adviſe the latter, 
Every one hath a taſk allotted, a part 
aſſigned ; and it appears like retreating 
from a poſt in the hour of danger, to 
ſhrink from the world becauſe every 
circumſtance is not juſt as we would 
have it; when, perhaps, that it is not 
ſo, if we were to examine our own 
hearts, 1s in a great meaſure owing to 
ourſelves, I leave my bleſſing, which 
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is all that I have to beſtow among you; 
and as I find life ebbing faſt away, re- 
queſt that every one, except Amurath 
and the Derviſe, may retire, that my 
laſt minutes may be -ſpent in prayer, 
undiſturbed by any external objects.” 


All the company, but thoſe named 
by Iſmael, left the room, in the deepeft 
ſorrow. In a ſhort time they were 
Joined by Amurath and the Derviſe, 
who informed them, that the old man, 
after a prayer, and fervent ejaculation, 
raiſed his eyes to heaven, and uttering 


a deep ſigh, expired in the arms of his 
nephew. 


When the funeral rites were per- 
formed, Amurath began to arrange 
matters for his departure. He deter- 
mined to return to Ormus, as he had 
been, through the influence of Haly, 
appointed to the poſt of receiver of 

| the 
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the revenue of the province, and aſ- 
ſured both of protection and further 
promotion. Selim and Ruſtan had 
been named to the governments of 
large diſtricts, in the ſame part of Per- 
ſia; and while they were making pre- 
parations for the celebration of their 
nuptials with Galatie and Anime, thoſe 
ladies were one morning ſurpriſed with 
the appearance of Haſſan, who deliver- 


ed to the former of them the following 
letter, 


— —— 


CHAP. XIV. 


TRE LETTER. 
Calcutta. 


SEPERATED from each other by 
mountains and deſerts, how imperfect 
will my thanks, conveyed through the 


medium of this paper, appear, to my, 
lovely friends Galatie and Anime. 


I How 
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How ſhall I find expreſſions ſtrong 
enough to -repreſent the gratitude I 
feel, for your attention and kindneſs 
to me, in the hour of poignant diftreſs ? 
How ſpeak my ſenſe of the obligation 
which I owe to Ruſtan for my deliver- 
ance; to Selim, Amurath, every one, 
with whom you, deareſt fiſters of 
my heart, are connected? but though 
born in countries far remote from each 
other, as our ſouls, with pride and plea- 
ſure I repeat it, are, I flatter myſelf, 
nearly allied; I ſhall judge of the joy 
you will feel, at the happy termination 
of my diſtreſſes, by that which I ſhould 
have experienced, had either of you 
been in the like circumſtances, and it 
had been in my power to have afforded 
you the ſame relief and conſolation, 
You will ſee, by the place from which 
this is dated, that I am returned to 
Calcutta. Eger rton is recovered, and 
we part no more: but as you will be 
anxious to know the events that have 

paſſed 
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paſſed ſince J left you, I ſhall no longer 
wound your generous feelings by my 
grateful exordium, but proceed in my 
narrative. 


When I departed from the cottage 
of the benevolent Zamaſpes, under the 
conduct of the faithful Haſſan, and his 
friends, we took the road to the pro- 
vince of Bengal. After a journey, in 
which we had no other difficulties to 
contend with, than thoſe which aroſe 
from travelling over mountains, and 
through deſerts, we arrived in ſafety at 
the French garriſon. When I had in- 
formed the commandant who I was, 
and by that means gained admiſſion, 
as I was fearful, if I abruptly appeared, 
it might cauſe an emotion in the ſpirits 
of my huſband, that might be attended 
with dangerous conſequences. I ſent 
for Frederick, who informed me, th: t 
his maſter was ſo far recovered, as to 
have determined ſoon to have ſet out 
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in ſearch of me, for which purpoſe he 
had ſettled the buſineſs of his being 
exchanged. This faithful domeſtic 
was elated with joy at my return, © as 
it would,” he faid, © compleat the 
captain's recovery, whoſe anxiety upon 
my account, was now, he aſſured me, 
the greateſt malady he had to com- 
plain of. He undertook to announce 
my arrival to his maſter, and for that 
purpoſe left me with precipitation : 
but whether he was a bad diſſembler, 
or that the hurry of his ſpirits betrayed 
him, is uncertain ; I ſhould judge the 
latter, for before he had uttered many 
words, by way of preface, Charles, 
who exclaimed, Maria is arrived!“ 
flew out of the room, and in an inſtant 
I was in his arms. | 


I muſt leave to your own hearts, 
which, if I do not greatly miſtake, now 
experience that paſſion,” which is the 
fum of my carthly happineſs, to ima- 
42 gine 
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ment that could be made ? any incum- 
berance that could be thrown off ?— 
Yes! my ſiſter and myſelf; ſo callous 
had diſſipation rendered our parents 
hearts, that we were thought to hang 
like a dead weight upon their income. 
The ſon had been unſucceſsful, From 
what cauſe ? —his own intemperance. 
Let the daughters try their fortunes. 


Wich the advice of friends it was 
determined, that, as we had beauty and 
accompliſhments ſufficiently attractive, 


we ſhould be ſent as ſacrifices at the 


golden altars of Hymen, raiſed in In- 
doſtan. The neceſſary ' preparations 
made, we took leave of our parents, 
and with twelve young and beautiful 
females, who were engaged in the ſame 
- purſuit, left our native ſhores. 


Here,“ ſaid Galatie, © I again 
interrupted the lady in her narrative, 
VOL, I, NM by 
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by ſaying, your appearance in this 
country, madam, confirms the truth of 
what you have advanced, otherwiſe, to 
us it would appear incredible. We 
have always conſidered the Europeans 
in general, and the Engliſh in particu- 
lar, as people who paid the greateſt 
reſpe& to the dignity of the female 
character: perhaps you will wonder to 
hear that word from the lips of a Per- 
ſian; but a mother who derived her 
extraction from inhabitants of your 
"hemiſphere, taught us the ſuperior ad- 
vantages enjoyed; the diſtinftionclaim- 
ed by, and the reſpe& paid to female 
virtue, modeſty, and delicacy, in the 
weſtern world, What would my be- 
loved parent have faid, had ſhe been 
told, that all thoſe reſpectful attentions, 

that mental homage, thoſe refined diſ- 
tinctions, which though not eaſily ex- 
preſſed, are felt, and ſtamp a value, 
both upon the * and the receiver, 
5 hath 
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hath ceaſed ? That the hereditary de- 


licacy of the Engliſh female character 


is forfeited, and that every veſſel con- 
ſigned to our ſhores, brings bands of 


virgins, either the victims of parental 
ambition, or their own ; who have leſt 


their native land, and turned their ſmall 
fortunes into gew-gaws and ornaments, 
with a view to expoſe their perſons to 
ſale in the matrimonial market, to 
greater advantage. No longer let the 
Jews, and black merchants of Aſia, be 
reproached for their traffick in Geor- 
gian, or Circaſſian beauties. No lon- 
ger let the Algerines be cenſured for 
their diſpoſal of the females that fall in 
the way of their piratical depredations : 
the firſt may plead the cuſtom of the 
eaſt, through a long ſucceſſion of ages : 
from the ignorance and barbarity of 
the ſecond, refinement is not to be 
expected; but both have certainly 


found an excuſe for, and perhaps a ri- 
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val, in that branch of commerce, in 
the Engliſh, whoſe country, abounding 
in feminine charms, is likely, from the 
fuperiority and cheapneſs of the article, 
to engroſs the whole trade. 


he Engliſh lady, continued 
Anime, refering to the manuſcript, 
« replied,” 


All the evik that wait upon this 
modern mode of perſonal merchandize, 
are, as you have ſtated them; bur, 
alas! too frequently attended by one 
you haveeither overlooked or forgotten. 
We not only leave our own country, 
in ſearch of huſbands, obliged to ac- 
cept the firſt hand that is extended to 
us when we arrive on the Indian ſhore ; 
but we leave the lover, the friend, the 
companion of our youth ; as it hap- 
pened in the caſe of the object who 
now addreſſes you. 


When | 
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When our ſhip failed from the Bri- 
tiſh coaſt ; ſtanding upon a rock, firſt 
endeavouring to catch every glimpſe of 


myſelf, and then of the veſſel, till it had 


paſſed the horizon, and totally receded 
from his ſight, was fixed Charles Eger - 
ton, the companion of my infantile 
ſports, the friend of my youth, and the 
lover of my riper years. 


A low wall only, ſeparated the de- 
meſnes of our parents, in the dear place 
of my nativity. The intimacy be- 
tween our families in the early part of 
our lives, daily brought us together. 
Our attachment grew with our growth, 
and we loved each other before we 


knew the meaning of that word. When 


the ſports and gambols of childhood 
gave place to the baſhfulneſs of male, 
and the dignity of female adoleſcence ; 
though frequent ſeparations had ſhewn 
us how dear we were to each other, 
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yet from that time, to years of matu- 
rity, no mention of his paſſion had 
eſcaped the hps of Charles; our ſhort. 
meetings had been marked by the 
moſt reſpe&ful attention on his part, 
and proper reſerve on mine. The 
protection I received from him in the 
hour of terror and danger, incurred, 
from a wild animal in croſſing a field, 


brought on a converſation, which ter- 


minated in a vow of eternal conſtancy. 
Folded in each other's arms, how often 


have we repeated it. That vow, to an 


object ſodeſerving, modern diſſipation, 


parental ſeverity, forced me to break. 


J arrived fafely in India; my com- 
panions of the voyage, previous to their 
landing, drew from their cheſts all the 
attractions of dreſs : neither my. ſiſter 
or myſelf, made any alteration in our 


Uſual garb, which was a robe of white 
muſlin, tied round the waiſt with a pale 


green 
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green ſaſh ; ſmall hats with white rib- 
bons, and our unpowdered hair flow- 
ing in looſe ringlets upon our ſhoul- 
ders. : 


It has been remarked, that our ſex, 
like the ancient Parthians, take the ſureſt 
aim when they ſeem to recoll : this 
was the caſe with us; we were honour- 
ed with the firſt offers at the mart of 
Hymen. 5 
The cuſtom of the place, as I under- 
- ſtood, did not allow the perſon who 
had once refuſed, the liberty of a ſe- 
cond choice. My ſiſter had no parti- 
cular attachment ; and as for me, after 
the loſs of Charles, all mankind were 
alike indifferent. We accordingly 
gave our hands, and I fear only our 
hands, to two gentlemen, who were the 
objects of deſire to all our female com- 
Petitors, | 
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By theſe unions, we gained, what 
had been ſo much the family wiſh, 
riches. The moſt unbounded wealth; 
and all its concomitants, ſtate, luxury, 


ſplendour and equipage, we were now 


in poſſe ſion of. 


Mr. B, the huſband of Emi- 
lia, was one of the Council, and upon 
an alteration of affairs, in about twelve 
months after her marriage, he was 


ordered home. . 


Mr. R. who had honoured 
me with his hand, was a gentleman ra- 
ther older than my father; higher in 


office, and, it was ſuppoſed, richer than 


the ſpouſe of my ſiſter, 


A tumult in the camp at this period, 
broke off the narrative of Anime. 
Ruſtan ſtarted up, and flew out of the 
tent, to inquire the cauſe from which 
17 
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it proceeded ; on his return, he ſaid it 
had ariſen from ſome of the men run- 
ning to arms, upon a report, that a party 
of horſe had appeared at a ſhort diſ- 
tance from the outworks. This report 
occaſioned conſiderable confuſion in 
the tent of Selim; but when they came 
coolly to conſider the matter, it did 
not appear that there was any great 
reaſon for alarm, even if the circum- 
ſtance was true, which at preſent only 
reſted upon the credit of the Afghlan 
priſoner. However, Ruſtan deter- 
mined to reconnoitre the country, for 
which purpoſe he ſelected a few of his 
friends, who, well mounted and armed, 
ſet out with him upon the expedition. 
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